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Pastors*  avoid  inerrancy, 
focus  on  home,  evangelis 


Tickled  to  tears 

These  three  are  tickled  over  the  festivities  at  senior  adult  week  at  Gulfshore  last 
week.  From  left  they  are  Myrtle  Womble  of  Enon  Baptist  Church,  Batesvllle;  Clara 
Mitchell,  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Marks;  and  Verlon  Mitchell  of  Crowder  Baptist 
Church.  They  were  laughing  at  a  comedy  routine  by  Walter  Price,  pastor  of  First 

musical  radio  program  for  the  group.  Other 


Greensboro,  called  for  unity  among 
Southern  Baptists,  and  said  it  could 
only  come  from  repentance  and  a 
fresh  movement  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

“Within  the  next  few  hours  if  we  re¬ 
ally  open  our  hearts  to  repentance  with 
faith  for  an  unscheduled  invasion  of 
God,  we  could  meet  the  demonism  of 
the  age  with  the  demonstration  of  the 
Holy  Sptrttand  power,”  Havner  said.- 

In  another  address,  Sam  T.  Cathey, 
Southern  Baptist  evangelist  from  Hot 
Springs,  Ark.,  told  the  pastors  the 
Bible  clearly  teaches  that  “Satan  and 
demons  are  real,  literal  and  person¬ 
al,”  adding  he  knew  the  pastors  be¬ 
lieve  this  because  they  believe  the 
Bible  is  literally  true.  He  urged  pas¬ 
tors  to  reject  the  temptation  to  igrtore 
the  subject  of  demons. 

Fred  Wolfe,  pastor  of  Cottage  Hill 
Baptist  Church,  Mobile,  Ala.,  who 
later  was  elected  vice  president  of  the 
pastors’  conference,  warned  that  the 
Bible  is  not  like  a  cafeteria  line  where 
(Continued  on  page  2) 


LOS  ANGELES,  June  8— Setting  a 
moderate  tone  for  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  to  follow,  the  Southern 
Baptist  Pastors’  Conference  avoided 
confrontation  on  the  biblical  inerrancy 
question,  focusing  instead  on  the 
Christian  home,  evangelism,  and  mis¬ 
sions, _ .... _  .  gj| 

More  than  7^0W  pastors  arid  their 
attended  the  sessions,  listening 


Baptist  Church,  Fulton,  who  did 
pictures  are  on  page  2. 


Mississippi 


fall  behind  the  budget 


wives 


to  15  sermons  and  seven  testimonies, 

_  ,  i  Lji  -n."  electing  a  Houston  pastor,  Edwin 

“There  is  no  lack  of  faith  m  the  fact  young  of  Second  Baptist  Church,  as 
that  Mississippi  Baptists  are  going  to  new  presj(jent,  and  concluding 

supportour  world  missions  program,”  with  an  altar  call.  . 

Kelly  said.  “The  history  of  the  Missis-  ^  ,s  president,  Jim  Henry  of 
sippi  Baptist'Convention  has  always  First  church,  Orlando,  Fla., 

been  that  the  Baptists  of  this  state  will  ^  the  program  was  planned  to  bring 
support  missions  causes  with  money  together,  and  commended  the 

and  with  their  lives.  To  be  behind  the  „sweet  spirit  of  togetherness”  among 
adopted  budget  figure  by  more  than  ^  pastors  ^  attended  and  spoke. 
$300,000  for  a  five-month  period,  how-  ^  interview  following  the  meet- 

ever,  is  a  matter  of  concern.  If  this  ;  Henry  specifically  mentioned  the 
trend  were  to  continue  for  the  next  testimonies  of  the  convention’s  six 
several  months,  our  missions  efforts  senary  presidents,  saying  he  felt 
could  be  in  serious  trouble,”  he  added.  Kood  their  testimonies,  and  the 

“Our  Bold  Missions  Thrust  was  presidents  felt  good  about  the  invita- 

adopted  in  Kansas  City  in  1977,  and  we  Uoo  In  recent  years,  several  of  the 
( Continued  on  page  5)  seminaries  have  been  criticized  for  al¬ 

leged  liberalism. 

°  .  _ f _ 1  1L  - 


Supreme  court  faces  new 
church  solicitation  case 


By  Stan  Hastey 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  The  U  S. 
Supreme  Court  will  decide  whether  re¬ 
ligious  groups  receiving  more  than 
half  their  income  from  public  solicita¬ 
tion  should  be  exempt  from  state  re¬ 
gistration  and  reporting  require¬ 
ments. 

At  stake  is  the  constitutionality  of 
the  Minnesota  Charitable  Solicitations 
Act,  a  taw  which  stale  officials  say 
protects  the  public  “from  fraudulent 
and  deceptive  practices”  and  allows 
the  public  “to  become  aware  of  the 
manner  in  which  various  organiza¬ 
tions  expend  the  contributed  monies.  ” 

The  Minnesota  law  requires  charit¬ 
able  organizations,  including  church- 


with  Mood’s  followers.  It  struck  down 
provisions  that  applied  to  churches 
and  church-related  groups  and  left  the 
law  in  effect  for  nonreligious  charita¬ 
ble  organizations. 

Earlier  this  year,  the  Eighth  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  agreed  that  the  por- 
( Continued  on  page  7) 


By  Susan  Cahen  Theological  Seminary,  or  10  puDiica- 

BEIRUT,  Lebanon  (BP)  -  Jet  tion  and  broadcast  ministries,  live 
planes  whistling  overhead  and  the  near  the  seminary  in  the  Christian 
booming  answer  of  anti-aircraft  guns  community,  which  reaches  into  the 
in  the  neighborhood  interrupt  chil-  hills  and  surrounding  villages, 
dren’s  games  on  the  playground  of  Missionaries  living  near  the  hillside 
Beirut  Baptist  School.  areas  say  they  get  a  bit  of  excite- 

The  children,  happy  at  play  one  mi-  ment"  at  times,  especially  at  mgnt. 
nute,  run  crying  the  next  to  their  King  said  one  evening  “a  salvo  of 
teacher,  who  also  trembles.  seven  or  eight  shells  whisUfri  over  our 

No  one  is  hurt  and  the  gunfire  offers  heads  and  exploded  in  the  hillside.  It 
no  immediate  threat.  But  continuing  didn’t  do  any  damage,  but  it  sent  us 


“I’m  just  beginning  to  live 
pastor  gets  doctorate  at  78 


in  Lebanon  and  part  of  the 


“What  has  amazed* me,”  said  Bro-  -  -  ,  _ 

zan  “is  his  stickabiiity— his  eonsis-  everyday  life  of  Southern  Baptist  mis- 

ent  trudging  to  compl ete  this  course.  ’ ’  sionaries  who  are  stationed  there.  9W*  flBfnHg'r ' 

Durham  had  only  completed  school-  Missionary  David  King,  in  describ-  W 

ng  up  to  the  8  th  grade  when  he  entered  ing  the  situation,  says  lifestyles  in  this  . 

he  non-accredited  seminary  Brogan  atmosphere  must  be  flexible  Schools  ■Sll 

■xplained  that  the  seminary  is  spe-  close  for  several  days,  then  reopen  ■MVr  A,  S|i 

-ially  equipped  to  educate  students  when  there  is  a  lull  in  fighting.  Mis-  •  fig*  ® 

■vho  do  not  have  college  degrees.  sionipies  take  their  children  to  school  r  '■ 

Albert  Durham  was  born  in  1903  into  by  drcuitous  routes  to  avoid  danger  1 
a  poor  family  of  sharecroppers  who  areas. 

worked  a  black  man’s  plantation.  “I  They  sometimes  cancel  nighttime  ■  ,  * 

was  brought  up  just  as  poor  as  a  person  evangelistic  meetings,  knowing  be- 

can  get,"  said  Durham. ‘.‘And  it  took  lievers  might  attend  but  those  they  are  K  n| 

most  of’ my  life  to  get  answers  to  the  trying  to  reach  will  not.  J ■[ 

question,  ‘why  so  poor’.”  Durham  Although  all  Southern  Baptist  mis- 
said  he  found  the  answer  in  the  Bible :  sionaries  in  Lebanon  work  in  the  capi 

“Every  good  and  perfect  gift  comes  tal  city  of  Beirut,  they  live  in  both  the  *  v 

from  God  ’’  He  added.  "The  Lord  knew  western  Muslim  sector  and  the  Christ 
I  would  give  God  the  glory.”  ian  sector,  east  of  the  Green  Line,  the 

Married  at  16  “to  get  away  from  my  recognized  line  of  demarcation  bet-  * 

problems— I  thought  it  would  help”  ween  the  two  factions. 

Durham  felt  a  call  to  preach  at  age  32.  King  says  “The  Green  Line  shows  ||i% & dtSwi  Mp* 

He  recalls  five  consecutive  nights  of  up  black  at  night  —  a  very  dark  swath 
dreams  in  which  God  would  tell  him  to  right  across  Beirut  from  north  to  south 
preach.  The  sixth  night  he  dreamt  God  -  because  the  electricity  is  all  shot  out 
asked  why  he  didn’t  respond  after  five  in  that  area.”  1 

nights  of  calling.  ,  “It  is  deserted  except  for  the  fighb 

Shortly  after  the  dreams,  Durham  ers  and  a  few  hardy  souls  who  have 
answered  the  call  at  his  father’s  fun-  good  stocks  of  food  and  good  strong 

pral  basement  shelters,”  he  says.  Those  young  men  are  at 

Earlier  in  life  he  had  begun  to  work  Missionaries  assigned  to  the  Beirut  at  Central  Hilla  Baptist  Roi 

his  way  up  and  outof  poverty  .  He  went  Baptist  School  live  to  the  Muslim  sec-  campers  this  summer  as 

to  the  federal  land  bank  with  $35  and  tor,  where  the  school  is.  But  mis-  areas  of  the  camp.  The  I 

(Continued  on  page#)  sionaries  assigned  to  the  Arab  Baptist  Royal  Ambassador  camp 


By  Km  Nicholas 

On  May  29,  Albert  Durham,  78,  was 
awarded  a  doctor  of  ministries  degree 
from  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Semi¬ 
nary.  He  and  Joseph  Sutton,  a  teacher 
at  the  seminary,  are  the  first  two  per¬ 
sons  to  receive  the  advanced  degrees. 

Durham,  who^  showed  up  at  the 
seminary  more  than .10  years  ago,  has 


to  w&fersgWH^SSPt  of  the  semi¬ 
nary  which  is  affiliated  with  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Convention  and  with 
several  National  Baptist  bodies. 


recorded  some  of  the  action  as  the  staff  prepared  for  the 
onslaught  of  the  campers.  In  the  picture  above,  the  staffers 
are  preparing  the  horses  for  trail  riding,  getting  them  ac¬ 
customed  to  taking  boys  through  the  woods.  More  pic- 


President’s  address 

The  worth  of  the  work 


whatever  the  price 


His  uniqueness  and  greatness  “All 
things  were  made  by  Him ;  and  without 
Him  was  not  anything  made  that  was 
made.”  (John  1:3).  "By  Him  were  all 
things  created  that  are  in  Heaven  and 
that  are  in  earth,  visible  and  invisible, 
whether  they  be  thrones  or  dominions, 
or  principalities,  or  powers — all  things 
were  created  by  Him  and  for  Him. 
(Col.  1:16).  Paul  said  in  Philippians 

“Who  being  in  the  form  of  God,  thought 

it  not  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God  and 
took  upon  himself  the  form  of  a  ser¬ 
vant,  made  himself  of  no  reputation 
and  became  obedient  unto  death,  even 
the  death  of  the  cross.”  “At  the  name 
of  Jesus  every  knee  shall  bow  and 
(Continued  on  page  5) 


servant  of  Jesus  and  I  would  ask. 
“Well,  do  you  think  it’s  worth  it?" 

In  one  of  our  Pioneer  Areas,  1  asked 
a  precious  pastor's  wife  who  was  just 
relating  how  long  it  had  been  since  she 
had  a  new  dress,  that  very  question. 
She  answered,  “I’ve  never  doubted 
that  a  moment.”  I  was  kneeling  in 
prayer  with  one  of  our  vocational 
evangelists  who  preaches  about  forty- 
three  weeks  a  year.  He  misses  many 
events  in  the  life  of  his  family.  He  said, 
“It’s  God’s  will.  Sure  it’s  worth  it"  A 
denominational  official  in  Nashville 
with  a  heavy  load  answered  the  same 
way— so  did  a  Seminary  Professor 

Ed  Horton,  one.  of  our  African  mis- 
1  jgere  walking  baoblou) 


nine  . . -  ...  «_  . 

hearts  at  a  little  settlement.  I  looked 
up  at  this  strong  Southern  Baptist  Mis¬ 
sionary  perkpiring  in  that  hot  East  Af¬ 
rican  sun,  “You  know,  Ed,  this  makes 
it  all  worth  while.”  He  said, 

“Worthwhile— worthwhile,  I  wouldn’t 
do  anything  else." 

Now,  I  want  my  bold  response  and 
your  bold  response  to  be  that  the  work 
and  opportunity  God  has  given  us  is  a 
worthy  work.  I  want  us  to  see  five 
worthy  our  work.  First  of  ail, 

we  respond  boldly  to  a  waiting  world 
because  we  have: 

1.  A  Saviour  Worth  Serving: 

Oh  how  the  Word  is  a  testimony  to 
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SBC  Executive  Committee 
withdraws  constitution  chang< 


Pastors  avoid  inerrancy, 
focus  on  home,  evangelism 


Committee  at  its  February  meeting 
the  recommendation  had  drawn  wide¬ 
spread  debate  and  criticism. 

Committee  members  said  they 
withdrew  the  recommendation  be¬ 
cause  they  expected  its  defeat  on  the 
convention  floor. 

Nelson  Duke,  chairman  of  the  ad¬ 
ministrative  and  convention  ar¬ 
rangements  subcommittee  which  pre¬ 
sented  the  motion  far  withdrawal,  said 
he  supported  withdrawal  “in  the  in¬ 
terest  of  keeping  the  focus  of  the  con¬ 
vention  where  it  ought  to  be — on  Bold 
Mission  Thrust” 


( Continued  from  page  1) 
people  can  pick  and  choose  what  ver¬ 
ses  they  will  obey,  based  on  personal 
preference. 

Wolfe  warned  agajnst  Christians 
who  “substitute  hearing  the  word  of 
God  for  doing  the  word  of  God.” 

In  a  similar  light,  Harold  O’Chester, 
pastor  of  Allandale  Baptist  Church, 
Austin,  Tex.,  told  the  pastors  they 
didn’t  need  to  have  more  sermons, 
they  ju»t~ne^ded  to  go  back  home  and 
do  the  gospel.,  and  its  Great  Commis¬ 


sion  to  proclaim  Christ  to  the  whole 
world. 

SBC  Foreign  Mission  Board  Presi¬ 
dent  R.  Keith  Parks  challenged  pas¬ 
tors  to  support  Bold  Mission  Thrust, 
the  denomination’s  program  to  proc¬ 
laim  the  gospel  to  every  person  in  the 
world  by  the  year  2000. 

Parks  said  if  Baptists  succeed  in 
Bold  Mission  Thrust,  it  will  largely  be 
because  of  the  support  of  pastors;  but 


1st,  Jackson 
1st,  Columbus 
in  top  ten 


Los  Angeles  needs  Jesus. 


Since  its  adoption  by  the  Executive 


Dead  man’s 


LOS  ANGELES— Two  churches 
which  led  the  Southern  Baptist  Con- 
v ent ion  in  gifts,  to  the.  1080  Annie 
Armstrong  Easter  Offering  for  home 
missions  basked  in  the  spotlight  here 
Monday  at  the  annual  meeting  of  Wo¬ 
man’s  Missionary  Union. 

Plaques  of  commendation  went  to 
First  Baptist  Church,  Houston,  for 
leading  the  SBC  in  overall  giving  to  the 
offering  and  to  Oklaunion  (Texas) 
Baptist  Church  for  per  capita  giving  to 
the  offering.  Two  Mississippi  churches 
were  included  in  the  top  10. 

The  Houston  church  gave  $49,051, 
and  the  Oklaunion  congregation  con¬ 
tributed  $2,550,  an  average  of  $68.92  for 
each  of  its  37  resident  members.  John 
R.  Bisagno  is  pastor  of  FBC,  Houston, 
and  Grady  V.  Kays  is  pastor  of  Oklaun¬ 
ion  Baptist. 

The  1080  offering  was  the  largest  in 
home  missions  history,  totalling 
$16,479,032.  Sponsored  by  the  WMU, 
the  offering  annually  provides  about 
half  of  the  Home  Mission  Board 
budget,  with  the  rest  coming  from  the 
Cooperative  Program. 

“We  appreciate  all  Southern  Bap 
tists  for  making  the  1980  Annie 
Armstrong  Easter  Offering  the 
greatest  yet,  and  we  especially  are 
grateful  to  these  two  fine  churches  for 
carrying  torches  of  leadership  along 
the  way,”  said  HMB  President  Wil¬ 
liam  G.  Tanner. 

Determination  of  top  contributors  to 
the  offering  was  made  using  statistics 
provided  by  churches  on  their  1980  Un¬ 
iform  Church  Letters,  said  Robert  E. 
Bingham,  HMB  vice  president  in 
charge  of  the  Services  Section  and  di¬ 
rector  pf  the  tabulations 
!  ,r>f$(e  temajhaer  of  the  top  IO  overall 
•f»htt4l»?dni’t!lihrcheteMi»',flH:lfi  'fe¬ 
tors  included  (2)  First— Jackson, 
Miss. ,  Schuyler  Batson  ( associate  pas¬ 
tor);  <3 j  First— North  Augusta,  S.C., 
Charles  D.  Page;  (4)  South  Main— 
Houston,  Texas.  Kenneth  L.  Chafin; 
(5)  Wieuca  Road-kAtlanta,  Ga.,  Wil¬ 
liam  L.  Self;  (6)  Fifst— Decatur,  Ga., 
Peter  Rhea  Jones;  (7)  First— San  An¬ 
tonio,  Texas,  Franklin  D.  Pollard;  (8) 
First— Amarillo,  Texas,  Winfred 
Moore;  (9)  Cottage  Hill— Mobile,  Ala., 
FredH.  Wolfe;  (10)  First— Columbus, 
Miss  ,  Joe  N.  McKeever. 


new  life 


B.y  Susan  Caben 

BARRANQUILLA,  Colombia  (BP) 
—  A  Colombian  father’s  concern  and 
his  son’s  faith  combined  recently  with 
a  Southern  Baptist  missionary’s  ex¬ 
pertise  and  a  dead  man’s  artificial  leg 
to  give  the  young  man  a  new  iife. 

Jerreil  Ballard,  Southern  Baptists’ 
only  foreign  missionary  prosthetist, 
was  visiting  the  llanos,  Colombia’s 
counterpart  to  the  U.S.  wild  west  of  100 
years  ago,  with  fellow  missionary 
Ross  Thompson  when  a  man  ap¬ 
proached. 

The  man  had  walked  two  hours  to 
-ask  Ballard  to  help  his  son  who  had  lost 
a  leg  in  an  accident.  Since  the  mishap 
the  young  man  would  not  leave  the 
house.  Ballard  talked  to  the  father  at 
-length  and  felt  that  it  would  be  impos¬ 
sible  to  do  anything,  but  decided  to  go 
and  talk  to  the  son. 

The  19-year-old  had  covered  his  legs 
with  a  blanket  for  f ear  someone  would 
see  his  loss  of  limb.  Ballard  sought 
some  privacy  and  examined  the 
stump. 

“I  got  a  vision  as  I  looked  at  that 
amputated  limb  of  a  prosthesis  ( artifi¬ 
cial  limb)  in  my  office  that  could  pos¬ 
sibly  work  for  this  young  man,”  Bal¬ 
lard  recalls.  “I  couldn't  believe  that  I 
would  ever  attempt  to  encourage  a  pa¬ 
tient  like  I  did  this  one,  khowing  that  I 
would  not  see  him  again  to  fit  the 
limb”  '  j' 

— ti  With  a  to  peine  asu  re  and  sticks.  Bat- 
lard  and  others  who'lrad-aooempahied 
him  measured  the  limb.  When  they 
finished,  they  talked  with  the  boy 
about  God.  his  strength  and  what  faith 
could  do.  Ballard  told  him  that  what  he 
was  about  to  attempt  was  just  about 
impossible  —  unless  God  helped. 

“I  felt  the  chances  were  about  99  to  1 
to  come  out  wrong,”  Ballard  says, 
V’but  I  didn’t  tell  him  those  odds.  I 
asked  him  to  change  his  life  and  begin 
io  ask  God  to  help  him  make  this 
change  through  prayer.” 

"  When  I  got  back  to  BaiTahquiu* 
the  firpt  thing  I  did  when  I  got  to  my 
office  was  to  locate  the  prosthesis  that 
I  had  in  mind,”  Ballard  remembers. 
“I  could  not  believe  it.  It  was  exactly 
what  I  needed.” 

The  limb  was  in  the  office  because 
the  intended  recipient  bad  died  before 
it  was  completed.  Ballard  measured 
and  remeasured  the  limb.  Then  he 
packaged  it  and  gave  it  to  the  medical 
team  going  out  two  weeks  later  with 
>sinstructions  for  Vic  Norman,  a  missio¬ 
nary  physician,  for  fitting  the  patient. 

Ballard  says  he  heard  that  two  days 
after  the  team’s  arrival,  the  young 
man  showed  up  without  crutches, 
walking  on  the  new  limb.  Most  patients 
have  to  use  the  crutches  for  weeks. 
But,  Ballard  said,  “I  dont  think  he 
knew  any  better.” 

He  also  showed  up  at  service  that 
night  to  show  his  gratitude  and  to  ask 
the  Lord  into  his  life. 


Staffers  prepare  for  RA  rush 

The  summer  staffers  at  Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat  are  pic¬ 
tured  here  preparing  for  Royal  Ambassadors  who  will  be  camp¬ 
ing  there  this  summer.  During  staff  week,  the  young  men 
pitched  tents,  learned  crafts  and  marksmanship,  took  lifesav¬ 
ing  lessons,  and  learned  how  to  teach  Bible  studies.  They 
worked  from  5:30  a.m.  till  about  10  at  night  all  week. 

Photos  by  Tim  Nicholas 


Central 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  -  May’s 
undesignated  contributions  through 
Southern  Baptists'  national  Coopera¬ 
tive  Program  increased  12.6  percent 
over  May  1980,  putting  gifts  for  the 
first  eight  months  of  the  fiscal  year 
13.6,percent  ahead  of  last  year. 

May’s  gifts  of  $7,015,955  boost  the 
total  to  date  to  $54,380,651,  up  from  last 
year's  $47,867,714. 

Designated  contributions  rose  just 
.42  percent  in  May,  to  $8,873,705.  For 
the  year,  designated  gifts  are 
$59,996,091,  or  11.2  percent  ahead  of 
1980’s  pace. 

May’s  designated  and  undesignated 
gifts  totaled  $15,889,569,  up  5.5  percent. 
For  the  year,  all  gifts  are  $114,376,742; 
up  12.3  percent. 

Harold  C.  Bennett,  executive 
secretary-treasurer  of  the  SBC  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee,  which  disburses  the 
funds  to  Southern  Baptist  agencies  and 
institutions,  said:  “I  am  gratified  ai 
the  continued  strong  support  for  world 
missions  through  the  Cooperative 
Program.  A  portion  of  the  increase  re¬ 
flects  the  mission  commitment  of  state 
conventions.  Over  20  sta  te  conventions 
increased  their  Cooperative  Program 
percentages  to  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  this  year  which  shows  in  a 
major  shift  upward  in  receipts  by  the 
SBC  since  Jan.  1.  This  strong  support 
assures  a  positive  step  forward  in  our 
Bold  Mission  Thrust  budget.” 


Gambling  —  Recreation  and/or  Re¬ 
venue  7  —  “Gambling  not  only  has  be¬ 
come  a  major  form  of  recreation  for 
many  Americans  but  a  source  of  re¬ 
venue  for  many  states.  New  York  re¬ 
cently  started  its  own  numbers  game. 
I  challenging  the  illegal  numbers  rac- 
f  ket.  Some  national  surveys  now  claim 
that  over  86  percent  of  the  public  ap¬ 
proves  of  gambling,  and  some  even 
consider  gambling  as  a  right.  For 
example,  recently  a  Newark,  N.  J. 
citizens  group  petitioned  City  Hail  not 
to  close  down  a  numbers  operation  in 
..their  area.  They  claimed  to  do  so  was 
-interference  with  a  business  enter¬ 
prise  of  minorities.  Yet  numbers  re- 
rtnain  an  illegal  form  of  gambling 
known  to  be  under  the  control  of  crime 
^syndicates.  There  was  a  time  when 
-gambling  and  so  much  money  openly 
^credited  to  gambling  receipts  would 
Revoke  a  public  outcry.  But  today,  voi¬ 
ces  are  muted  as  sta  leaf  ter  state  looks 
Sfor  new  sources  of  revenue.  Currently 
H 15  states  sponsor  lotteries,  and  one  or 
^another  form  of  gambling  is  legal  in  44 
Instates  and  the  territory  of  Puerto 
ir-Jtico.”  —  ( AFL-CIO  News,  January  31, 

j?#81). 

r.  Want  your  children  to  turn  out  well? 
3>pend  twice  as  much  time  with  them, 
2»nd  half  as  much  money  for  them. 


n  Mormon  country 
Autrey  leads 


;  intermittently  he  teaches  dents  working  on  post-graduate  de-  they’re  not.  To  be  a  Christian,  Christ 

ie  University  of  Utah.  And  grees.  About  half  of  University  Bap-  must  be  your  Savior,  and  they  de- 

sry  afternoon,  Autrey  dons  tists’  members  are  foreign,  ranging  nouncethat.” 
ip  and  jogging  shoes  and  from  Bolivians  to  Malaysians.  Autrey  estimates  about  30  percent  of 

tly  through  the  community.  The  church  also  sponsors  a  mission  Mormons  are  not  devout  and  could  be- 
amplishments  are  as  ex-  for  85 Cantonese-speaking  Chinese  and  come  Christians.  Often,  however,  per¬ 
ry  as  the  man:  he  has  has  launched  an  outreach  to  Viet-  sons  rejecting  Mormonism  wind  up  re- 

to  an  estimated  50  million  namese.  Already  they  have  located  jecting  all  religion.  Comments  one 

‘upwards  of  300,000”  tnade  four  Vietnamese  families.  “Sixteen  former  Mormon,  “You’re  reared  with 

’or  Christ  during  his  minis-  persons  from  four  families  now  attend  the  concept,  ‘It’s  us  or  nobody.  ’  So  if 

crusades  and  tent  revivals,  regularly,”  states  Autrey.  “Our  big  you  do  any  investigation  and  say, ‘Gee, 

>y.  problem  is  not  Mormons  but  space,  it  sure  can’t  be  the  Mormons,’ the  ten- 

bespectacled  Autrey  crings  I’m  amazed  that  people  keep  coming  dency  is  to  say,  ‘Well,  I  don’t  believe 

■h  emphasis  on  his  past.  He  when  we  have  to  stack  them  on  top  of  any  of  it.’  ” 

rant  to  be  introduced  as  each  other.”  Autrey’s  loving  involves  visiting, 

director  of  evangelism  for  The  Mormon  church  claimed  to  have  calling,  writing  letters  to  those  who 

Mission  Board  or  “former”  30,000  missionaries  on  the  field  in  1980.  visit  his  church.  The  cornerstone  of  his 

professor.  “I  want  them  to  Newsweek  magazine  reported  in  Sep-  ministry  is  continuous  contact,  espe- 

I’m  doing  now,”  he  says  tember  1980  nine  doors  opened  for  daily  with  new  converts. 

‘I’m  interested  in  whaf§  every  1,000  homes  Mormon  mis-  "You  have  to  keep  going  back,”  he 
aw  and  in  the  future.  I’m  not  sionaries  visited.  This  resisted  in  explains.  “When  they’re  Mormons  or 

gathering  dust.”  152,000  converts  in  1978,  193,000  con-  Buddhists,  they  become  isolated  by 

is  “doing”  a  world-wide  verts  in  1979.  their  families.”  _  _  _ 

Located  three  blocks  from  -  “Baptists  join  Mormonism  every  i Adapted  from  "Your  God,  My  learning  experience.  And  I  think  it’S 
fsity  of  Utah  and  its  23,000  day,"  says  Autrey.  “They  think  Mor-  God,"  published  by. the  Southern  Bap-  very  important  for  a  man  to  know  who 

Jniversity  Baptist  touches  a  mons  are  Christians  because  the  list  Home  Mission  Board  as  part  of  the  and  what  and  where  he  is.  —  Berm* 

onalities.-BJest  of  ther1  stu-  Mormons  tel)  them  they  are;  but  Human  Touch  series. /  Casey 


SALT  LAKE  CITY,  Utah  (BP)  -  he  teach 
After  only  three  years  under  76-year-  Bible  at 
Old  C.  E.  Autrey’s  leadership,  a  mis-  almost  e 
sion  church  in  the  heart  of  Mormon  his  red 
country  is  filled  to  overflowing.  walks  br 

Autrey  reports  34  people  joined  Uni-  His  a< 
versity  Baptist  Church  this  past  Eas-  fraordir 
ter  Sunday;  29  came  by  profession  of  preache< 
faith  for  baptism,  28  of  them  adults.  persons; 

The  decisions  represent  the  resur-  try  o{  m 
rection  Autrey’s  leadership  gives  the  Au( 
church.  When  he  was  called  as  pastor,  .vetth 
University  Baptist  had  five’ resident  ^  m 
members,  two  of  which  moved  away  j  ,. 
before  he  arrived.  ”tonner 

Now  Sunday  School  attendance  av-  the  Horn 
erages  140  and  membership  has  in-  seminar 
creased  to  213.  ‘‘We’re  picking  up  in  tell  wha 
every  area,”  says  Autrey.  “We're  get-  sharply, 
ting  additions  right  along  —  three  or  going  on 
four  per  Sunday,  at  times.”  on  a  she 

Autrey  makes  400  visits  or  contacts  A  utre; 

for  the  church  per  month.  He  also  ministry 
keeps  a  calendar  full  of  revival  en-  the  Unit 
is  something  some  folks  are  gagements.  He  studies  up  to  five  Murs  students 
a  day  for  the  seminary  extension  class  dozen  na 


When  your  capability  is  of  God.  you 


good  for 
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Lost  tribe  of  Mindanao 
finds  Christ  in  crusade 
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Senior  adults 
at  Gulfshore 


By  Chuck  Morris 

TUMAGOK ,  Philippines  ( BP )  —  1  was  the  first  white 
man  to  reach  this  spot. 

I  had  forded  rivers,  balanced  on  logs  and  walked  two 
half -inch  cables  70  feet  above  a  crocodile  infested  river 
I  had  burrowed  through  10-foot  high  jungle  grass,  slid 
down  45-degree  mountain  slopes  and  crept  through  dark 

It  had  taken  me  three  days  to  walk  30  miles  to  reach 
Tumagok,  the  most  remote  spot  of  the  lost  tribe  of 
Mindanao— the  Manobos. 

Soon  after  I  arrived  I  met  the  “pakell-lok-esen,”  the 
woman  leader  of  the  primitive  religion  of  the  Manobos. 
Her  beady  eyes  followed  my  every  movement.  Her 
dress  and  unique  beads  identified  her  as  the  one  “ex¬ 
perienced  in  keeping  the  traditions  and  laws  of  the 
tribe.” 

She  knew  I  was  there  to  tell  her  people  about  Jesus 
Christ.  I  wondered  what  she  was  thinking,  what  she  was 
planning. 

It  was  past  midnight  and  the  full  moon  was  reflecting' 
off  the  frothy  Maridajao  River.  A  strange  sound  jerked 
me  awake.  The  old  woman  was  squatting  on  her  heels 
chanting  in  a  tongue  I  hadn’t  heard.  The  noise  went  on 
for  an  hour.  _ , _ _  , 

The  next  day  I  learned  I  had  heard  the  “prayer  lan¬ 
guage"  of  the  religious  leaders.  The  Manobos  believe 
they  descended  from  the  biblical  tribe  of  the  Hittites. 
Tradition  says  they  received  their  language  at  the 
Tower  of  Babel  when  God  gave  it  to  the  first  Manobo, 
Ajirio.  The  language  is  passed  on  today  to  a  select  few. 
Most  Manobos  don’t  understand  it  and  cannot  speak  it. 

I  learned  they  believe  in  one  god  who  sent  a  spirit  to 
give  them  commandments  to  live  by,  such  as  don’t  kill, 
don’t  steal,  don’t  commit  adultery  and  don't  backbite. 
To  violate  these  leads  one  to  the  “lake  of  fire;  ”  to  keep 
them  brings  one  to  heaven. 

They  also  believe  that  goddesses  rule  over  certain 
areas,  such  as  rain,  wildlife  and  harvest.  And  they  sac¬ 
rifice  to  the  spirit  of  agriculture  at  planting  time  and 
harvest 

But  the  souls  of  these  noble  people  are  uneasy. 
Threatened  by  rebels  from  several  sides,  starving  from 
lack  of  food  and  96  percent  illiterate,  they  cling  to  tradi¬ 


tions  and  commandments  which  have  no  future. 

The  second  night  after  I  had  shared  the  good  news  of 
Jesus  Christ  the  old  woman  I  had  beard  praying  said, 

“I  never  thought  I  would  live  long  enough  to  see  some¬ 
one  come  this  far  to  tell  us  about  God.  Will  you  give  me 
permission  to  pray  that  tomorrow  our  people  will  come 
down  the  mountain  to  hear  this  message  about  Jesus 
Christ?” 

About  midnight  I  again  heard  her  [raying.  Morning 
light  revealed  the  tribe  flowing  down  the  mountain, 
some  having  walked  two  hours.  Soon  the  little  hut  was 
packed  with  35  adults  and  three  times  that  many  chil¬ 
dren  and  young  people. 

For  one  and  one-half  hours  I  told  them  about  Jesus, 
over  and  over  again  the  same  story.  When  I  invited 
them  to  accept  Christ  the  old  woman  was  the  first  to 
stand. 

An  80-year -old  man  who  was  hearing  the  news  for  the 
first  time,  stood  to  say,  “Put  my  name  down  as  one  who 
accepts.”  A  division  chief  who  had  walked  six  miles  to 
hear,  believed.  Another  84-year-old  chief  said,  “We 
have  not  known.  We  now  believe.  I  will  be  baptized.  I 
will  give  a  piece  of  land  for  a  church  site.” 

I  asked  those  who  had  stood  making  decisions  to  sit 
down  and  I  carefully  explained  the  meaning  of  what 
they  were  doing.  I  taught  them  about  baptism  and  the 
need  to  witness  their  belief  about  Jesus.  Then  I  went  to 
the  river.  Some  25  adults  and  older  young  people  bad 
streamed  down  the  hill  to  wi  tness  their  faith  by  baptism . 

Like  chickens  flocking  for  food  they  came;  they 
heard;  they  believe;  they  went  away  satisfied.  In  14 
days,  125  people  accepted  Christ. 

At  the  last  service,  the  translator  said  to  the  people, 

“We  have  been  called  the  lost  tribe  of  Mindanao.  This 
can’t  be  said  any  longer.  Since  Brother  Morris  has 
brought  the  gospel  to  our  tribe  God  has  found  us.” 

As  I  turned  to  start  the  long  walk  back  out  of  the 
mountains,  the  old  woman  crossed  her  arms,  took  both 
my  hands  in  hers  and  raised  her  hands  toward  heaven  to 
an  act  of  benediction  and  prayer  for  me.  Taking  my 
hands  again,  she  kissed  them,  and  weeping  said,  “You 
have  become  my  brother.” 

Chuck  Morris,  a  Southern  Baptist  missionary  living  in 
the  Philippines ,  was  a  participant  in  the  recent  NewLjfe 
crusade  on  the  island  of  Mindanao. 

Bolivar,  Mo.  (BP)  —  Southwest 
Baptist  College  has  been  given  a  chal¬ 
lenge  grant  of  3860,000  from  the  Mabee 
Foundation  of  Tulsa,  Okla.,  for  a 
dormitory-residence  center  on  the  new 
campus.  Enrollment  at  the  college 
reached  a  record  1,607  last  fall  and  will 
exceed  1,700  next  semester. 

Kindergarten  Day  Care  Clinic  i 
set  for  First,  Starkville,  Aug.  4 

A  Kindergarten  Day  Care  Clime  is  Church  Kindergarten  and  Day  Care' 
set  for  First  Baptist  Church,  Stark-  and  Ellen  Wilson  and  Kermit  Davis, 
e,  Aug.  4,  sponsored  by  the  Missis-  both  with  the  Mississippi  Department 
jaggoBeHB|Msippi  Baptist  Con-  of  Education.  Registration  closes  on  July  28.  The  fee 

vention  Board's,  The  program  begins  at  9  a  m.^d  will  be  refunded  if  cancellation  is  re- 
R^ldQHgg|H  Church  Adminis-  concludes  at  4  that  afternoon.  ceured  by  July  28 


These  six  people  are  attending  their  third  consecutive  senior  adult  week  at 
Gulfshore.  They  are  from  left  Ruth  Brown,  Jessie  Stewart,  Frances  Mann,  Josie 
Oibson,  Dorothy  Henderson,  and  19-month-old  Hope  Henderson.  The  first  five  are 
members  of  Fairview  Baptist  Church,  Columbus,  where  Dorothy’s  husband  and 
Hope’s  father,  Qene,  is  pastor.  Dorothy  was  six  months  pregnant  when  the  family 
attended  senior  adult  week.  Last  year,  when  Hope  was  six  months  old  Gene  did  the 
Bible  study.  Also.  Page  Henderson,  whp  will  be  attending  Delta  State  this  fall,  is  on 
the  summer  staff  at  Gulfshore. 


This  is  Mrs.  Velma  Dancy,  87.  a 
member  of  Crowder  Baptist  Church, 
who  livea  in  Batasville,  who  is  enjoying  a 
dip  of  ice  cream. 


Walker  decides 
not  to  be 
Indiana  editor 


LjCb  M  f  -  J  i  I  Walker  announced  a  new  editor  of  the 

V-""’  ?  1  $?NBH  Indiana  Baptist  in  the  newspaper's 

’frffgl  7  .T*  •  J  June  2  edition,  has  retracted  his  accep- 

I  Ce°  P°SiUon 

►-  mjf  1  Citing  only  “personal  reasons,” 

1  .  Walker,  stewardship  director  for  the 

,.<■# .  Arkansas  Baptist  State  Convention, 

SEW  notified  Indiana  officials  too  late  to 

Soafc  \  pull  the  story  from  the  newspaper  that 

he  no  longer  “felt  comfortable  in  the 
situation.” 

Sitting  in  the  back  of  the  auditorium  wore  all  four  Bible  study  leaders  for  the  second  R.v.  Haywood,  executive  secretary 
senior  adult  week  at  Gulfshore  last  week.  From  left  they  are  Bill  Rittenhouse,  pastor  for  the  State  Convention  of  Baptists  to 
of  First  Baptist  Church,  Tupelo,  and  his  wife  Welle;  Kermit  McGregor,  pastor  of  Indiana,  accepted  Walker's  retraction 
Morrison  Heights  Baptist  Church,  Clinton;  Hardy  Denham,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  with  “deep  regret,”  and  said  the  con- 
Church,  Newton;  and  Larry  Kennedy,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Laurel.  vention's  committee  will  continue  its 

search  far  an  editor. 

Indiana  has  been  without  an  editor 
for  its  9,600  circulation  weekly  since 
the  sudden  resignation  of  Gene 
Medaris  Feb.  2.  * 


Missionaries  in 
Dacca  at  time 
of  assassination 


DACCA,  Bangladesh  (BP)  —  All  17 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries  in 
Bangladesh  were  to  their  annual  meet¬ 
ing  in  Dacca  when  President  Ziaur 
Rahman  was  assassinated  to  an  at¬ 
tempted  coup  May  30. 

In  a  telephone  report,  Dan  Johnson, 
missionary  journeyman  to 
Bangladesh,  said  there  was  no  im¬ 
mediate  danger  to  the  missionaries 
and  they  planned  to  remain  in  Dacca 
for  a  few  days  until  the  situation 
calmed. 

Johnson,  who  has  completed  his 
journeyman  term,  called  from  Lon¬ 
don,  enroute  to  the  United  States.  He 
left  Bangladesh  May  31. 


Stewart  Bergen 

Last  call: 
Gulfshore 
Family  Week 


^  .  People  are  counting  calories,  and 

Pre-registration  is  necessary.  A  fee  they  have  the  figures  to  prove  it”  — 

4R  nor  norenn  urill  aaiiao  4Us>  nnnf  /.(  n_  ,  .....  °  r 

Eart  Wilson. 

An  expert  is  something  who  can  take 
something  you  already  know  and 
make  it  sound  confusing. 


enured  by  July  28. 


Priest  joins  Baptist  leaders 
preaching  in  Rome  churches 


Breazeale  will 
direct  School  of 
Christian  Training 

NEW  ORLEANS  —  Jerry  Breazeale 
has  been  named  director  of  the  School 
of  Christian  training  at  New' 
BMBBKr  Orleans  Seminary 


School  Board,  who  will  conduct  a  Huntingdon,  England  —  U.S.  roilit- 
number  of  adult  conferences,  and  ary  families  stationed  to  Huntingdon, 
Clarence  K.  Stewart,  pastor,  First  England,  broke  ground  this  spring  for 
Baptist  Church,  Pulaski,  Tenn.,  who  a  permanent  church  building.  The 
will  teach  the  Bible  to  adults.  congregation  of  Temple  Baptist 

“Help  For  The  Whole  Family”  is  the  Church  was  able  to  buy  land  to  1979  for 
theme  of  the-program,  which  is  spon-  their  building  only  200  feet  from  the 
sored  by  the  Christian  Action  Com-  main  gate  of  their  base  and  at  20  per¬ 
mission.  ,  '  cent  of  the  land’s  actual  value  English 

-fi  AHd*y  draw  up  build- 

with  two'otber  afternoons  free  for  fam-  ing  nl  «■**»!  TWjfit’  * 

ily  recreation.  the  EngfisManguage  European  Bap- 

The  program  begins  on  Monday  with  tist  Convention  gave  them  $18,000. 
supper  and  closes  with  lunch  on  Fri-  Through  the  “Together  We  Build” 
day.  To  register,  send  $15  per  person  program,  the  convention  helps  one 
(applied  to  total  cost)  to  Gulfshore  church  per  year  build  a  building  or 
Baptist  Assembly,  Pass  Christian,  secure  a  permanent  facility. 

Miss.  39571.  For  additional  informa¬ 
tion,  you  may  call  the  Christian  Action  God’s  law  lasts  longer  than  those 
Commission  at  988-3929.  who  break  it. 


Keeton  Holmes  Junior  Col¬ 
lege. 

Featured  speaker  will- be  Gail  ROME,  Italy— A  Catholic  priest,  re-  Sixteen  persons  made  dec 
Lewis,  associate  professor  at  the  Uni-  lieved  Of  parochial  duties  because  of  response  to  Giannetta’s  invit 
versity  of  Mississippi  and  director  of  his  association  with  a  "Baptist  minis-  For  the  first’ time  to  an  eva 
univerity  kindergartens. .  ter,  joined  ItalianBaptist  leaders  and  service  there,  counselors  weri 

Other  speakers  include  Lou  L.  Fer-  Southern  Baptist  missionary  Amelio  to  help  new  believers  and  ass 
guson,  child  care  instructor  at  Giannetta  to  preaching  evangelistic  to  affiliating  with  locql  eongri 

n«, — - .SSg.;,  frjftir  at  sermons  at  an  all-day  mating  of  reported  Southern  Baptist  pi 

Jackson’s  Briarwood  Drive  Baptist  Rome  Baptist  churches.  resentative  Helen  Ruchti.  • 


%  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Seminary  fa¬ 
x' culty  since  1976.  ■ 
'*%  jF  t  Breazeale  is  a 

V  'kdiMu  f  graduate  of  Missis- 

tSIP  .Jyisippi  College  and 

%  Beamed  bachelor  of 

divinity,  and  mas- 
Breazeale  ter  and  doctor  of 
theology  degrees  from  New  Orleans 
Seminary. 

He  served  to  Several  pastorates  to 
Mississippi  and  Louisiana  before  leav¬ 
ing  First  Baptist. Church.  Bogalusa, 
Louisiana  to  join  the  seminary  faculty. 

Seminary  President  Landrum  P. 
Leavell  said  that  Breazeale  was  an  ob¬ 
vious  choice  for  the  job.  He  had  served 
in  an  interim  capacity  since  Fred  B. 
Moseley,  the  former  director,  took  an 
lAarly  retirement  and  accepted  a 
jwttoTch  planting”  assignment  in 
“ov^a 

He  is  a  native  of  Brandon,  Missis¬ 
sippi,  and  is  married  to  the  former 
Connie  Walker  of  Natchez.  The 
Breazeales  have  two  daughters,  Sha¬ 
ron  and  Kay. 


Old  manuscript,  recording  gospel  through 
SBC  birth,  is  discovered 


FREEPORT,  Bahamas— Carolyn 
Tobias,  Southern  Baptist  missionary 
in  Freeport,  Grand  Bahama  Island, 
Bahamas,  is  using  her  daily  news¬ 
paper  to  spread  the  gospel.  Mrs.  To¬ 
bias’  “Swordplay”  column  is  running 
in  two  newspapers. 

Scripture  passages  are  printed  with 
blank  spaces  for  key  words,  which  the 
reader  must  choose  from  a  list.  The 
ctarw,;- 3j 


At  Gulfshore 


orrojw/vXi?,,  BJ/dges  notes,  since  the  ledger  book  itself  was 

KICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  A  historic  not  obtained  until  1849  A  resolution 
manuscript  recording  the  birth  and  adopted  that  year,  found  on  page  41  of 
pioneer  years  of  the  Southern  Baptist  the  minutes,  directs  the  convention 
Convention  has  been  discovered  to  the  secretaries  to  “obtain  a  suitable  book, 
archives  of  the  Southern  Baptist  and  have  recorded,  to  a*f air  hand,  the 
Forei®)  Minion  Board^  proceedings  of  the  meeting  which  or- 

Tne  ■marfbsfcript  -The  original,  ganlzed  tins  convention,  and  all  the 
handwritten  book  of  minutes  of  the  minutes. of  its-mkhtreg  An¬ 

other  faculty  includes  Ken  Mooney,  convention  from  1845  to  1883  —  was  said  book  be  placed  under  m^c&eof 
director  of  Louisiana  Church  Training  presented  by  Foreign  Mission  Board  ,  the  Foreign  Mission  Board.” 
and  Ken  Trtokle,  Bill  Carmichael,  and  President  R.  Keith  Parks  to  the  That  explains  the  location  of  the 

Paul  Nix  who  are  staff  members  of  the  ern  Baptist  Historical  Commission  to  a,  book  at  the  board.  What  remains  a 
Florida  Church  Training  Department  special  cerem«iy  during  the  June  9-11  mystery  is  why  the  minutes  end,  liter- 
A  special  workshop  is  also  planned  Southern  Baptist  Convention  meeting  ally  in  mid-sentence,  to  1863.  White 
for  mentally  retarded  persons,  their  ln“fs*"8e,es  '  speculates  that  the  havoc  and  confu- 

parents  and  those  who  work  with  Printed  proceedings  of  all  the  early  sion  created  by  the  Civil  War  may  ac- 
them.  conventions  are  contained  to  Southern  count  for  the  iaase  After  the  1863 


Macklyn  Hubbell  will  speak 

_ •  *  . 


to  Churcii  Training  ‘  ietfuc*s$> 


Macklyn  Hubbell  will  be  the  speaker 
for  the  Church  Training  Leadership 
Retreat  at  Gulfshore,  August  12-15. 

Iftk  Hubbell  accepted 

the  invitation  after 
it  became  neces- 
_  &  sary  for  W.  Douglas 
■  W‘.  Hudgins  to  cancel 
rV  Jy|  the  engagement 
"tJm  due  to  the  illness  of 
his  wife. 

L^B  The  Church 
Training  Leader - 
Hubbell  ship  Retreat  fea¬ 

tures  inspirational  preaching,  Bible 
study,  leadership  conferences,  special 
interest  conferences,  and  recreation  In 
a  retreat  atmosphere. 

The  retreat  begins  with  dinner  on 
Wednesday,  August  12,  and  Concludes 
at  noon  on  Saturday,  August  IS. 


umn  to  January  1980  on  page  one  wTth 
Mrs.  Tobias'  photo  and  story  telling 
who  she  is  and  why  she  and  her  hus¬ 
band,  Nolan,  are  to  the  Bahamas ;  they 
ran  a  second  story  and  photo  on  the 
column’s  first  anniversary  "date. 


Medicare  Supplement 

Policy  Form  MC-78 
Helps  pay  what  Medicare  doesn't  pay 
Benefits  start  from  first  day  (Optional)  —  Guaranteed  renewable 
Pays  to  addition  to  Medicare  or  any  insurance  you  may  have 


Hubbell  will  have  responsibility  for 
the  evening  worship  hour  and  morning 
Bible  teaching  periods.  He  is  associate 
professor  to  the  Pastoral  Division  of 
the  New  Orleans  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary.  From  1962  until  i960  he  was 
pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Cleve¬ 
land.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Baylor  Uni¬ 
versity,  the  University  of  Houston, 
Southern  Seminary,  and  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Southern  Mississippi.  * 


Town  of  Osyka  slates 
street  revival  in  July 

The  churches  of  Osyka  are  going  together  during  the  month  of  July  for  an 
old-fashioned  street  revival 

On  July  13, 14,  and  15  the  downtown  lousiness  section  will  be  blocked  off 
between  the  hours  of  7  p.m  and  9  p.m.  for  the  street  revival.  Chairs  will  be 
set  up  for  those  who  wish  to  rit  although  everyone  may  come  and  go  as  they 
please. 

Refreshments  will  be  available  and  there  will  be  gospel  music  presented 
nightly  with  two  preaching  services  nightly,  according  to  Olin  Johnson, 
Osyka  Baptist  pastor. 


For  full  information  fill  out  coupon  and  mail  to; 

OLD  SOUTHERN  PROFESSIONAL  ASSOCIATION 
P.  O.  Drawer  2157 
703  Hi-Way  80  West 
Clinton,  MS  39056 


Phone 


UnSerwritttn  by  Old  Southern  Lift  Insurance  Co..  Montgomery  Alt 


Benefits  For: 

Hospital  entrance  fees 

Blood  transfusions 

Doctors  fees 

Ambulance 

Private  room  expense 

Nursing  Home 

Registered  nurse 

Extended  stay 
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Editorials 


Burzaco  in  Argentina 


A  monument  to  faith 


Missionary  Glen  Johnson,  pastor  of  Burzaco  Church  in  Buenos  Aires,  sets  up  a 
table  tennis  net  for  youth  activities  on  Saturday  night  at  his  church. 


A  church  begun  with  only  the  family 
of  missionary  Glen  Johnson  in  the 
Burzaco  area  of  Buenos  Aires  has  be¬ 
come  a  fellowship  that  is  alive  and  ex¬ 
citing.  Glen,  his  wife,  Rayella,  and  his 
son,  Dennis,  went  to  the  outskirts  of 
Buenos  Aires  to  begin  a  new  work  in  an 
area  populated  by  working  class 
people.  There  were  no  members  nor 
any  prospects  of  any. 

Earlier  in  his  ministry,  at  a  mission 
in  Chicago,  Glen  had  learned  the  trade 
of  brick-laying  because  he  was  serving 
where  a  building  was  needed  and  there 
was  no  money  to  hire  the  brick  layers. 
He  put  bis  skill  to  work  alBurzaco,  and 
a  chapel  to  seat  60  people  was  built  on 
the  back  of  a  tot.  An  area  for  volleyball 
and  basketball  occupied  the  front  part 
of  the  lot. 

Glen  hired  a  17-year-old  boy  to  help 
him,  and  this  opened  up  an  avenue  for 
witnessing.  The  teenager  ran  with  a 
group  of  boys,  and  Glen  began  to  learn 
their  names.  He  began  to  pray  for 
them  by  name. 

The  Johnsons  started  a  full  program 
in  the  chapel.  They  had  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  and  Sunday  night  services  as  well 
as  prayer  meeting  on  Wednesday 
evening.  Oh  Saturday  nights  they 
began  a  youth  meeting  that  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  an  hour  and  a  half  of  a  social 
and  sports  program  for  young  people. 

Now  Burzaco  is  a  church  of  mostly 
young  people,  and  there  are  more  boys 
than  girls.  This  is  the  result  of  sports. 

The  Johnsons,  Glen  and  Dennis,  or¬ 
ganized  a  soccer  team  and  through  it 
began  to  win  the  young  people  one  by 


Two  young  ladies  of  the  church  lead 
the  singing  during  Saturday  night  ac¬ 
tivities  at  Burzaco. 


Table  tennis  is  in  full  swing  at  Burzaco. 


Maroos  Dioquez,  left,  and  Daniel  Lucero,  second  from  hght,  join  in  the  fellowship 
at  the  Saturday  night  session  at  Burzaco.  Mrs.  Daniel  Lucero  is  third  from  hght. 


Former  Lubbock  pastor 


Everybody  ‘hurts'  sometime 


The  last  few  weeks  have  meant 

graduation  time  for  a  lot  of  seniors. 


times  and  good  friendships  will  soon  be 


•  rr,  anybody  in  our.  conveBtiew  teday-1  second  chance  and  God  gives  us  the 
Js  ihoH  kWW  Wh*r«  i  am.  I  know  who  I  am.  I  ability  to  rub  the  board  clean  and  start 

ist  pas-  know  where  I  belong,  and  it’s  a  great  ail  over  again  in  life  afresh  and  anew . " 

me,  en-  feeling.”  He  warned  against  “simply  sitting 

the  33-  His  experiences  have  taught  him  there  and  feeling  sorry  for  yourself, 

rf  First  many  things,  be  said.  Self  pity  is  a  cancer  that  consumes  and 

second  “When  you  are  hurting,  remember  destroys. Getontheroadtorecovery.” 
juthern  that  you  are  in  no  way  unique,  I  am  That  road  started  with  professional 
convinced  that  everyone  hurts  at  one  help  for  him,  he  said,  urging  anyone 
urch  in  time  or  another  in  one  way  or  another  with  projjfems  to.  get  a  physical 

g  ljh#  -  whether  they  realty  want  to  admit  itOP  examination  from  a  qualified  physi- 
ippear-  not”  ‘  cian.' 

;  minis-  His  (hone  has  rung  constantly  since  “Make  up  your  mind  that  your  hurts 

:ture  of  he  resigned  at  Lubbock,' he  said,  with  are  not  going  to  get  the  best  of  you,  that 

calls  from  pastors  from  all  over  the  you  are  going  to  get  the  best  of  them,” 

eiving,  nation  saying  they  need  help.  ’  he  said.  “If  it  meant  resigning  Lub- 
t  Texas  “They  call  me  not  because  I  am  an  bock  and  starting  all  over  again,  that 
mce  in  expert  in  the  field,  but  because  I  have  was  a  price  I  was  willing  to  pay  to  win 
ntrary,  been  there  and  they  know  I  have  been  the  war  I  was  involved  in.  I  had  to  swal- 

by  the  there  and  inevitably  they  say,  ‘I  knew  low  every  ounce  of  pride  I  ever  had  and 

you  would  understand.’  I  had  more  than  my  share.  Many  were 

leanda  "Many  times  we  cause  those  who  the  days  when  I  had  to  shove  my  shoui- 
finally  are  hurting  to  hurt  more  simply  be-  ders  back  and  push  my  head  up  and 

ild  the  cause  we  refuse  to  admit  to  them  or  to  say, ‘I  will  not  give  up.  I  will  win  this 

lienee,  ourselves  that  we  also  hurt  once  in  a  war.’ And  I  won.” 
sincere  while."  He  encouraged  ministers  to  take 

ne  who  Ray  told  the  ministers  that  hurting  care  of  themselves  physically,  men- 
r  it  will  could  be  the  beginning,  not  the  end  of  tally,  socially  and  spiritually, 
is  hurt-  their  ministry.  “Hurts  can  make  you  Finally,  he  said,  those  “who  are  not 
„  bi  her  or  they  can  make  you  better,  ’J  he  hurting  today’ “need  to  “stop  treating 

elation  said,  explaining  he  felt  he  was  a  better  those  who  vie  hurting  like  freaks  in  a 

burch’s  person,  more  effective  and  stronger  sideshow.  Learn  to  love  them.  Accept 

meand  than  he  could  have  been  apart  from  his  them.  Support  them.  Encourage  them, 

und  the  experience.  Where  he  once  had  fear  of  Pray  for  them. 

fatture,  he  no  longer  has  that  fear,  he  '“lam  here  today  because  some  men 

have  to  be  final.  God  is  the  God  of  a  me,  prayed  for  me  and  used  me.” 


Some  men  have  been  lost  to  God’s 
cause  because  their  fellow  ministers 
did  not  minister  to  them,  be  cautioned. 

“The  time  has  come  when  we  need  to 
lay  aside  our  littleness,  stop  our  pro¬ 
fessional  jealousies,  affirm  our  own 
weaknesses  and  strengths,  accept  one 
another  and  get  on  with  what  God  has 
called  us  to  do.” 

Toby  Drain  is  associate  editor  of  The 
Baptist  Standard  in  Texas. 


That  bunch  of  boys  I  laughtin  Sunday  shatVed  hMMftemori «rTS  thud  of  ^joy- 

School  in  fifth  grade,  finishing  high  0115  anticipation  of  a  new  era  —  a  new 
school?  Already?  And  Cherie  Long  job?  new  experiences,  new  decisions, 
and  Jan  Larrimore  got  their  high  Of  laughing  and  hugging  as  families 
school  diplomas.  Last  Saturday  Luann  gather  for  the  big  event  (Later  that 
Brown  Hendrix  was  graduated  from  day  we  ate  barbecued  chicken  and 
LaGrange  College,  a  Methodist  school  homemade  ice  cream. )  Of  posing  for 
in  Georgia.  (Janet  Katie  Ainsworth’s  pictures:  “Hurry!  this  gown  is  hot!” 
daughter,  is  on  the  faculty  there.  >  Luann  was  one  of  around  250  who  got 

For  the  graduate,  this  ceremony  is  a  degrees  in  the  sesquicentennial  year  of 

time  of  pride  in  accomplishment;  a  LaGrange  College.  After  a  freshman 
•  ■  sophomore  year  at 

,  |  "  I  ’  „  andBubbaliveinHogansville.  she  has 

t  f'J  /)  p  / 1  I  JO  ?  "Ml  commuted  Jhe  16  miles  ■  32  roundtripi 

1  sometimes  twice  a  day  —  to  splice 

her  class  schedule  with  various  part 
allowed.  Have  we  Southern  Baptists  time  jobs,  as  secretary  at  First  Bap- 
gotten  so  slack  that  this  is  permitted?  tist,  Hogansville,  librarian’s  helper, 
In  the  south  it  is  taken  for  granted  that  etc.  She  got  her  degree  in  elementary 
most  Baptist  churches  are  Southern  education  and  plans  to  teach  second 
Baptist.  Not  so  any  more.  This  is  a  grade.  Like  Evelyn  Keyes,  she  likes  to 
burden  on  my  heart,  and  I  would  like  to  make  things  with  her  hands  —  so  while 
have  something  done  about  Southern  she  was  practice  teaching  she  made  a 

replica  of  herself  in  cardboard,  a 
“teacher”  with  reddish  hair  and 
blue-green  eyes.  She  printed  WEL¬ 
COME  on  the  front  of  “teacher’s" 
skirt,  so  she  could  display  this  on  Pa¬ 
rents’  Day.  One  of  the  little  girl  pupils 
got  the  wrong  idea,  and  thought  the 
word  was  Luann ’s  name.  When  she  left 
that  day,  she  said,  “Bye,  Miss  Wel¬ 
come.” 

Before  the  graduates  went  onstage 
June  6,  they  repeated  a  traditional 
senior  class  prayer.  Afterward  as  they 
marched,  four  abreast,  to  “Pomp  and 
Circumstance,”  I  thought  of  Kearnie 
Keegan’s  wbrds: 

And  now.  you  stand  before  the  open <Joor  of  world 
responsibility 

Where  e’er  you  go.  whatever  niche  you  fffl. 

You  have  an  obligation 
To  make  your  one  life  count  for  Christ. 

May  God  go  with  you  as  you  go; 

May  God  be  glorified  In  all  that  you  may  do. 


nedy,  First  gaptist  Church,  Laurel;  to  *°°k for  your  listings  of  a  church  of 
Ja  IprdrB  penham,  First  Baptist  your  choosing 
Church,  Newton.  .  Thank  yourfor  printing  my  letter.  I 

The  presentations  of  these  leaders  in  sincerely  hope  it  will  not  fall  upon  deaf 
the  daily  Bible  study  and  the  assembly  ears.  I  intend  to  follow  up  on  this  letter. 

...  . .  . ,,  '  O—ll r : it. 

message  daily,  this  writer  will  as¬ 
sume,  were  unequaled  by  any  other 
persons  who  could  have  been  on  the 
program. 

It  was  a  great  week,  but  one  thing 
needs  to  be  impressed  upon  church 
congregations  ►  that  each  one  of  those 
organizations  should  Include  in  their 
budget  funds  for  such  a  week,  because 
this  class  of  j>eople  has  served  and 
served  well  in  their  home  congrega¬ 
tion.  It  would  be  only  a  mere  token  of 
respect  to  them  for  their  services! 

Kirby  Tyrone 
Prentiss 


not  move  any  part  dims  body;  be  was 
totally  exhausted .  “The  doctor  told  me 
later  that  my  body  was  like  a  dead  bat¬ 
tery,”  Ray  said. 

He  was  granted  a  leave  of  absence 
from  the  church  and  consulted  several 
physicians  who  could  find  nothing 
physically  wrong  with  him.  Finally 
another  diagnosed  the  problem  as  de¬ 
pression  brought  on  by  complete  phys¬ 
ical  exhaustion. 

Ray  spent  four  weeks  In  the  hospital 
and  then  tried  to  return  to  his  pulpit  in 
January  1972. 

“But  by  April  it  was  obvious  that  I 
could  not  pastor  that  church  the  way  I 
Wanted  to  pastor  that  church  and  ever 
completely  regain  my  health,”  he 
said. 

He  resigned,  effective  June  1, 
“much  to  the  chagrin  of  many  indi¬ 
viduals,”  he  said. 

“  But  I  simply  did  what  I  thought  was 
right  at  that  moment,  and  I  believe 
Siat’s  all  any  person  can  da" 

Ray  had  been  a  successful 
businessman  before  feeling  God’s  call 
to  the  ministry  in  1957  and  for  two 
years  alter  his  resignation  he  went 
back  to  the  business  world.  Then  in 
1974  he  joined  the  administrative  staff 
of  Hardin-Simmons  University  and 
was  there  for  four  years. 

In  1978,  however,  after  having  felt 
God  dealing  with  him  for  several 
months  about  a  full-time  preaching 
ministry,  he  committed  himself  to  a 
life  of  evangelism. 

“The  last  three  years  have  been  the 
most  beautiful  years  of  my  life,”  he 
said.  “I  would  not  trade  places  with 


time  attended  our  old  First  Baptist 
sanctuary  in  Starkvilie. 

We  are  very  much  concerned,  as  we 
must  decide  by  Aug.  31, 1981, on  howto 
restore  it  or  have  it  torn  down.  Those  of 
our  younger  generation  are  concerned 
|  now.  So  many  of  us  want  to  restore  it  as 
Editor :  8  prayer  chapel ,  to  be  used  for  prayer 

Several  years  ago  when  my  children  meetings,  Sunday  School,  weddings, 
were  very  small,  my  husband,  three  or  funerals, 
children,  and  myself  moved  to  Ibis  sanctuary  was  built  in  1889!  it 
Washington  state.  The  first  thing  off  I  had  been  used  for  Sunday  School 
inquired  on  a  Southern  Baptist  church,  rooms  until  two  years  ago.  Not  only  is 
A  neighbor  referred  me  to  the  yellow  it  a  Christian  landmark  for  us  mem- 
pages  of  telephone  directory.  Listing  bers,  but  alsq  for  Baptists  in  Starkvil- 
was  Southern  Baptist,  American  Bap-  le,  Oktibbeha  County,  and  the  state  of 
tist,  and  other  denominations.  Mississippi,  and  other  denominations 

My  meaning  for  this  letter  is  to  try  88  well 
and  find  out  why  Southern  Baptists  are  So  will  you  pJease  join  us  in  prayer 

not  listed  so  in  the  telephone  directory  that  we  will  be  led  by  our  dear  Lord  to 
in  Mississippi  and  all  Southern  States  do  His  will  in  restoring  our  chapel? 
And  who  do  I  write  to  find  out  more?  One  of  First  Baptist  Church’s  oldest 


Thursday,  June  11, 1981 
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The  worth  of  the  work 


44 


whatever  the  price” 


(Continued  from  page  1) 
every  tongue  shall  confess  that  Jesus 
Christ  is  Lord  to  the  glory  of  God  the 
Father.”  “In  Him  dwelleth  all  the  full¬ 
ness  of  the  Godhead  bodily”  (Col. 2:9), 

Jesus  Christ  is  not  one  of  the 
prophets  who  came  to  earth  to  show  a 
“part  of  the  personality  of  deity"  as  I 
read  one  to  say.  He,  in  the  flesh,  was 
God  incarnate.  All  man,  as  if  no  God. 
All  God,  as  if  no  man.  Someone  ob¬ 
served,  “When  He  was  born,  He  was 
older  than  his  mother  and  the  same 
age  as  his  father .  He  was  the  heavenly 
son  of  an  earthly  mother  and  an 
earthly  son  of  a  Heavenly  Father.”  No 
one  has  ever  been,  even  similar  to 
Jesus  Christ,  the  only  begotten  Son  of 
God.  The  song  writer  said  it  beauti¬ 
fully,  “Jesus  the  very  thought  of  Thee 
k-  with  sweetness  fills  my  breast,  but 
sweeter  far  thy  face  to  see  and  in  Thy 
presence  rest.” 

As  Christians  we  are  not  proclaim¬ 
ed  of  some  theoretical  religious  or 
philosophical  meander  mgs  from  the 
dusty  libraries  of  antiquity— we  are 
ambassadors  of  one  in  whom  only  is 
salvation,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  The 
world’s  greatest  need  is  not  a  teacher, 
because  the  problem  is  not 
ignorance— it  is  not  a  patriot  because 
the  problem  is  not  nationalism,  not  a 
philanthropist  because  the  problem  is 
not  poverty,  but  the  world  does  need  a 
Saviour,  because  the  problem  is  sin. 

One  of  my  dearest  friends  is  the 
former  state  music  director  for  Ok¬ 
lahoma,  Gene  Bartlett.  His  father 
wrote  many  songs  that  you  and  I  love 
to  sing.  One  of  the  them  he  wrote  is  my 
favorite  song,  “Victory  in  Jesus.” 
After  his  father  wrote  “Victory  in 
Jesus,”  he  passed  away.  v 

Sometime  after  that,  his  mother  lay 
in  a  comatose  state  in  a  Fort  Smith, 
Arkansas,  hospital  and  had  not  spoken 
or  moved  a  musclefor  days  upon  days. 
One  day,  Gene  came  into  her  room,  put 
his  hand  under  the  oxygen  tent  on  the 
aged  arm  of  the  dear  lady  whose  hus¬ 
band  had  written  so  many  of  the  old 
Gospel  songs.  Gene  said,  “Mother,  it’s 
Gene.  Will  you  talk  with  me?”  That 
sweet  lady  raised  her  hands  to  indicate 
she  wanted  the  oxygen  tent  raised. 
Gene  pulled  it  back  over  her  head  and 
she  opened  her  eyes  to  full  measure. 
She  raised  herself  up  on  her  elbows  as 


she  pulled  that  silver  head  from  the 
pillow  and  began  to  sing,  "I’ve  heard 
an  old,  old  story,  how  my  Saviour 
came  from  glory.”  She  got  to  the 
chorus,  “O  Victory  in  Jesus,  my 
Saviour  forever.  He  sought  me  and 
bought  me  with  His  redeeming 
Blood.”  She  then  fell  back  on  the  pillow 
and  went  on  to  claim  the  Victory. 

I  said,  “Gene,  isn’t  it  a  shame  your 
mother  didn’t  get  to  finish  the  song.” 
He  said,  “Oh,  Bailey,  but  she  did.  She 
and  Daddy  made  it  a  duet  in  Glory.” 

We  have  a  Saviour  worth  serving. 
There  is,  indeed,  yictory  in  Jesus! 

When  Dr.  Adrian  Rogers  introduced 
Shadrach  Meshach  Lockridge  last 
year  at  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  in  St.  Louis  as  a  fraternal  mes¬ 
senger  from; the  National  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  he  challenged  us  in  his 
eloquent  and  powerful  way  to  preach. 
Jesus  the;  “Master  of  the  Eighty; 
Christ  of  the  Conquerors;  Head  of  the 
Heroes;  Leader  of  the  Legislators; 
Overseer  of  the  Overcomers;  Gover¬ 
nor  of  the  Governors;  Prince  of  the  Pr¬ 
inces,  King  of  Kings  and  Lord  of 
Lords.” 

Bless  His  Holy  Name.  We  have  a 
Saviour  worth  serving.  I  want  to  say 
that— 

2.  We  Have  A  Church  Worth  Reviv- 

ll*: 

It  really  doesn’t  matter' whether  a 
church  has  a  carpeted  aisle  orvinyl 
tile.  It  is  not  essential  to  know  whether 
a  man  has  a  Th.D.  or  never  had  the 
opportunity  for  training.  Whether  a 
church  meets  in  a  concrete  block  or 
chiseled  stones  or  whether  it  sings  a 
Bach  Anthem  or  Gaither  Gbspel  or 
whether  it  has  a  pipe  organ  or  a  Ham¬ 
mond  miniature,  are  not  the  ultimate 
issues. 

What  does  matter  is  that  within 
those  walls  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  does 
its  work,  its  mighty  work  where  “sin¬ 
ners  are  converted  and  God’s  Name  is 
Glorified.”  A  revived  church  is  a  car¬ 
ing  and  sharing  church. 

We  don’t  want  to  be  a  cloistered 
crowd  creating  cultural  calisthenics 
but,  a  lighthouse  where  men  in  the 
darkness  can  be  saved;  a  rock  for 
those  sinking  in  life’s  despair;  a  hope 
for  those  who  face  a  dead-end  street.  A 
wife  out  there  needs  a  new  husband ;  a 
little  girl  needs  a  new  Daddy;  a  young 


boy  needs  a  loving  Mother  and  a. 
Church  ablaze  with  Great  Commission 
compassion  can  bring  that  about 
through  the  power  of  Christ. 

Years  ago  in  England,  lived  a  fine 
preacher  named  John  Holden.  One 
late  afternoon  in  the  village  where  he 
lived,  everyone  began  to  run  to  the 
seashore  to  man  rowboats  to  go  out 
into  the  sea  where  a  vessel  had  cap¬ 
sized.  Little  boat  after  little  boat  would 
go  out  and  bring  to  shore  those  who  had 
been  thrown  into  the  icy  waters. 

When  the  last  rowboat  was  coming 
in,  John  Holden  standing  on  shore  cal¬ 
led  out  to  the  rowboat,  “Didyougetthe 
last  one?”  Came  the  reply  from  the 
little  boat,  “I  think  there’s  one  more, 
but  I  can’t  find  him.” 

John  Holden  began  immediately  to 
prepare  to  go  out  in  his  own  little  boat. 
His  mother  grabbed  him  and  said,  “Oh 
son,  it’s  so  dark  and  foggy— don’t  go 
out  there.  You  may  never  come  back.  ” 
John  Holden  said,  “Mother,  I  love  you, 
but  I’ve  got  to  go  out  these.” 

After  what  seemed  to  be  an  inter¬ 
minable  time,  John  Holden’s  little 
rowboat  could  be.  seen  through  the 
night  and  fog.  Someone  on  shore 
shouted  out,  “Did  you  get  him?  Was 
there  one  more  out  there?  Did  you  get 
him?”  “Yes,  I  got  him  and  tell  my 
mother,  it’s  my  brother.” 

Oh  God,  let  the  revived  church  go  out 
oh  life’s  sea  and  bring  men  and  women 
and  boys  and  girls  to  the  shore.  Ohiy  a 
revived  church  can  do  the  job.  Our 
greatest  song  still  is,  “We  have  heard 
the  joyful  sound,  Jesus  Saves— Jesus 
Saves.  Shout  salvation  full  and  free, 
Jesus  Saves— Jesus  Saves.” 

3.  We  Have  A  Denomination  Worth 

Supporting 

A  few  months  back,  I  spoke  to  the 
Home  Mission  Board  in  Atlanta  and 
said  these  very  words,  “The  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  is  the  greatest 
force  ever  put  together  for  winning 
this  world  to  Christ.  Frankly,  I  don’t 
want  anything  to  bother  that.  I  want 
God  to  keep  blessing  it  and  enriching  it 
and  strengthening  it  and  binding  it  to¬ 
gether  in  love  and  harmony.  ”  I  believe 
that  even  more  today  than  I  did  then. 

Someone  shared  with  me  that  the 
annual  income  of  the  eight  leading 
electronic  evangelists  are  spread  over 
a  range  of  from  $60  million  down  to  $11 


million,  for  a  grand  total  of  $293  mill¬ 
ion.  With  no  thought  of  disparaging  the 
work  of  these  good  men  of  God,  it  has 
been  pointed  out  that  their  budgets 
supported  two  churches,  five  schools, 
onehospital.T.  V.  minis  tries  and  some 
special  and  periodic  mission  work.  - 

Dr.  George  H.  Harris,  the  writer  of 
the  article  ‘  ‘contrasted  the  work  of  The 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  a  re¬ 
cent  year  in  which  the  mission  income 
totaled  $316  million.  But  these  mission 
funds  supported  6,000  full-time  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  more  than  90  countries,  six 
seminaries  (10,000  students),  67  col¬ 
leges,  schools  and  Bible  Institutes, 
1,100  Baptist  Student  Directors,  32 
Radio  and  T.V.  programs  each  week, 
and  leadership  and  materials  for 
35,255  Southern  Baptist  congregations 
which  have  averaged  1,000  baptisms 
per  day  for  the  past  25  years.” 

This  is  why  I  believe  the  Bold  Mis¬ 
sion  Thrust  emphasis  is  right  on  target 
because  Southern  Baptists  have  the 
capacity  to  bring  Jesus  to  a  lost  and 
dyinga  world.  We  can  confront  our 
world  with  the  glorious  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  by  the  year 2000. 1  wanf  to  say— 

4.  We  Have  A  Bible  Worth  Believing: 

You  say,  Bailey  Smith,  do  you  be¬ 
lieve  the  Bible  is  totally  the  Word  of 
God?  Do  you  believe  the  Bible  is  the 
infallible  Word  of  God?  Do  you  believe 
what  Southern  Baptists  adopted  as  our 
Statement  of  Faith  in  the  1963  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  that  quote,  “The 
Holy  Bible  was  written  by  men  di¬ 
vinely  inspired  and  is  the  record  of 
God’s  revelation  of  Himself  to  man.  It 
is  a  perfect  treasure  of  divine  instruc¬ 
tion.  It  has  God  for  its  author,  salva¬ 
tion  for  its  end  and  truth  without  any 
mixture  of  error,  for  its  matter.”  YES, 
YES,  YES— I  believe  all  of  the  above! 

If  the  Bible  is  the  Word  of  God  at  all, 
it  is  the  perfect  Word  of  God,  because 
God  will  not  give  a  word  of  flaws  and 
mistakes.  Dr.  Daniel  Vestal,  pastor  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Midland, 
Texas,  is  exactly  right  when  he  says, 
“if  the  Bible  is  truthful,  it  must  be 
truthful  in  all  parts.  Because  truth  and 
error  are  mutually  exclusive.  And  if 
it’s  not  true  in  all  parts,  who  is  to  de¬ 
termine  which  part  is  truth  and  which 
partis  error." 

I  know  we  must  never  get  bogged 
down  in  anything  that  keeps  us  from 


missions  and  evangelism,  but  1  also 
know  that  no  soldier  wants  to  go  into 
Battle  with  a  defective  weapon.  We 
can  have  confidence  in  the  Word  of 
God.  We  do  have  a  Bible  worth 
believing— 66Books,  1189  chapters  and 
31,175  verses,  all  true  inspired  Word  of 
God  without  any  mixture  of  error. 
Praise  God  for  His  wonderful,  infalli¬ 
ble  Word.  Last  of  ail,  let  me  say— 

S.  That  We  Have  A  Future  Worth  Liv¬ 
ing: 

Our  denomination  has  a  great  and 
joyful  future  fulfilling  the  Great 
Commission  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
Your  church  has  a  future  worth  living 
because  the  gates  of  Hell  shall  not  pre¬ 
vail  against  it.  You  have  a  great  future 
because  if  you  have  put  your  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ,  you  can  rest  assured 
that  what  He  said  is  true,  “In  my 
Father’s  house  are  many  mansions,  if 
it  were  not  so  I  would  have  told  you.  I 
go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you  that1 
where  I  am  there  you  may  be  also.” 

He  is  coming  again,  too.  Sometime 
ago,  I  stood  at  the.graves  of  my  young 
parents.  My  mother  was  in  the  hospital 
for  routine  surgery,  butdied  there  at  41 
years  of  age.  My  preacher  father 
examining  the  foundation  of  his  new 
auditorium  had  a  piece  of  reinforce¬ 
ment  wire  to  strike  him  in  the  eye  and 
he  fell  dead  at  fifty-five  years  of  age. 
They  are  buried  side  by  side. 

As  I  stood  there  I  remembered  when 
Mom  and  Dad  used  to  drive  down  die 
road— (I  would  be  leaning  over  the 
front  seat  peering  from  the  back)  and 
Dad  would  put  his  right  hand  down  on 
the  seat  Mother  would  take  her  left 
hand  and  putif  on  his  and  down  the 
road  we  wouldgo:  She  would  always  do 
that— put  her  hand  on  his. 

I  thought  of  that  coming  day  when 
Jesus  shall  appear.  The  graves  will 
open  and  I  believe  Dad  will  come  out  of 
one  and  Mom  out  of  the  other  and  Dad 
will  reach  out  his  hand  and  Mom  will 
will  take  his  and ,  together ,  hand  in  hand 
and  even  though  having  been  with 
Him,  they  shall  rise  and  forever  be 
with  the  Lord.  Oh,  the  great,  grand, 
and  glorious  future  we  have  in  Jesus 
Christ. 

Southern  Baptists,  God  is  on  His 
throne  and  challenges  us  to  love  one 
another  because  there  is  a  world  out 
there  in  need  to  which  we  must  minis¬ 


ter,  remembering  that  we  have  a 
Saviour  Worth  Serving;  a  Church 
Worth  Reviving ;  a  Bible  Worth  Believ¬ 
ing  and  a  Future  Worth  Living. 

I  believe  what  I’ve  tried  to  say  can 
best  be  expressed  in  a  poem  that  en¬ 
riches  me  and  challenges  me 
everytime  I  recall  it.  I  hope  it  can  be 
our  motto  for  the  days  ahead.  The  au¬ 
thor  is  unknown,  but  it  says; 

The  world’s  great  heart  is  aching, 
Aching  fiercely  in  the  night 
And  God  alone  can  hear  it— 

And  God  alone  give  light. 

The  men  to  bear  the  message 
And  speak  the  living  Word 
Are  you  and  I,  my  brother, 

And  the  millions  who  have  heard. 

We  grovel  among  trifles 
And  our  spirits  fret  and  toss 
White  above  us  burns  the  vision 
Of  Christ  upon  The  Cross. 

And  the  Blood  of  Christ  is  streaming 
From  His  pierced  hands  and  side. 
And  the  lips  of  Christ  are  saying 
Tell  the  iost  that  I  have  died. 


No  power  of  man  shall  thwart  us 
No  strongholds  shall.dismay 

When  God  commands  obedience 
Arid  love  has  led  the  way. 

Hadaway  to  direct 
urban  research 

NASHVILLE,  Tenp.  (BP)  -C.  Kirk 
Hadaway  has  become  director  of  re¬ 
search  for  the  Southern  Baptist  Center 
for  Urban  Church  Studies. 

Hadaway,  29,  had  been  data  de¬ 
velopment  researcher  at  the  Home 
Mission  Board  since  1979. 

The  center,  housed  at  the  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board,  was  created  by 
five  agencies  and  six  seminaries  to  as¬ 
sist  denominational  personnel  in  con¬ 
ducting  research  and  developing 
strategies  for  ministry  in  urban  areas 
throughout  the  world. 

In  his  new  post,  Hadaway  will  con¬ 
duct  research  projects  and  serve  as 
advisor  to  seminary  professors, 
foreign  missionaries,  agency 
employees  and  others  participating  in 
urban  ministry  research. 


Joe  Heranneys  sell  business  tp  build  churches  ^gp-stop 


9d  ctooe  fiiw  gaitl?*  r  +nt ooo%  tins  a^mct 

By  Arne  Washburn  MeWBliams 

“We  volunteered  for  two  to  four 
weeks,  but  we  loved  it  so  much  we 
wanted  to  do  it  all  the  time!”  Hence, 
Joe  and  Catherine  Heranney  of  Hol- 
landale  sold  their  H  and  H  Construc¬ 
tion  Company  to  one  of  their  sons,  and 
went  to  work  full-time  as  volunteer 
church  builders. 

Joe  bad  been  in  the  construction  bus¬ 
iness  for  20  years,  in  church  building, 
he  supervises,  crews, 


help,  but  he  does  sr  lot  of  the  actual 
work,  too  “For  many  years,  I  sat  in  an 
office  and  held  a  pencil.  Now  I  ean 
hardly  wait  to  get  some  tools  in  my 
hands  and  get  started  working  with  my 
hands,”  he  said.  And  he  never  wants  to 
leave  until  a  job  is  finished. 

He  and  his  wife  rented  out  their  new 
house  in  the  country  near  Hollandale, 
and  left  a  newly  planted  garden  to  live 
in  their  trailer,  which  they  usually 
park  in  churchyards.  They  provide 
their  own  living  expenses,  and  work 
without  pay.  Both  enthusiastically  ex¬ 
press  the  joy  they  have  found  in  thus 
serving  the  Lord  and  others. 

Since  1977  they  have  traveled  twice 
to  Pawnee,  Okla,  spent  three  winters 
in  the  Phoenix,  Ariz.  area,  worked  six 
weeks  at  a  Mississippi  church,  and  a 
summer  in  Thoreau,  New  Mexico. 
Now  they  are  leaving  for  a  summer  in 


In  trjj  c  ■to)  nojiptjhqq'j 

several  .church  projects,  At  Arizona 
Avenue  Church,  he  helped  to  build  an 
upstairs  section  which  included  Sun¬ 
day  School  rooms  and  fellowship 
space.  At  the  Stanfield  Church,  a 
barracks- type  education  building  was 
renovated  (all  the  doors  of  the  class¬ 
rooms  opened  to  the  outside,  with  no 
interior  hallway,  so  a  covered  walk¬ 
way  was  built  all  around  the  outside 
walls).  _  .  .  v 

-  3Sfe  Bowles,  com  Gmqtor  of  volun- 
teer  church  construction  work  in 
Phoenix,  was  so  busy  he  couldn’t  find 
time  to  finish  building  his  own  house, 
so  Joe  and  some  other  volunteers 
pitched  in  and  got  his  house  ready  for 
him  to  move  into. 

In  Washington  County,  Miss.,  the 
Alexander  Memorial  Church  near 
Greenville  burned.  Since  this  was  in 
the  Heranneys’  home  association,  they 
wanted  to  help  the  group  who  went 
there  to  rebuild.  This  they  did  for  six 
weeks,  in  the  spring  of  1980,  but  had  to 
leave,  as  they  had  already  committed 
their  summer  to  Thoreau,  New 
Mexico. 

At  Thoreau,  the  Heranneys  super¬ 
vised  groups  of  volunteers  for  the  first 
time.  Two  of  five  groups  that  arrived 
were  from  Mississippi — First  Church, 
New  Albany  and  paniel  Memorial 
rjouwjv,  Jackson.  They’  built  an  au- 
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Catherine  and 


ditorium  and  fellowship  hall,  from  the 
ground  up.  ) 


.Three  years  ago  the  Thoreau  church 
had  30  members;  it  now  has  100.  The 
pastor,  Jack  Terrell,  earns  most  of  his 
living  by  teaching  schdoi.  since  the 


Joe  Heranney  ^ 

church  can  only,  afford  to  pay  him  a 
small  amount.  When  the  new  building 
was  dedicated  Sept.  28,  1980,  the  ar¬ 
chitect  said,  “I  was  afraid  <*»>«*  l 
heard  this  wyam  C/t  UtoiC  IXj  **>*4.-,' 
labbf,  IS) (“these  people  worked  harder 
and  did  a  better  job  than  any  profes- 


Joe,  a  professional  contractor,  has 
become  so  adept  in  the  church  building 
ministry  that  he  is  now  also  one  of  10  or 
15  volunteer  consultants  who.  work 
with  the  Home  Mission  Board  under 
direction  of  Bill  Wilson.  These  consul¬ 
tants  travel  to  various  churches  to 
offer  advice,  outline  building  plans, 
and  estimate  costs.  They  meet  once  a 
year  in  November  to  compare  notes. 
Joe  has  flown  to  Oregon,  North  Dako¬ 
ta,  Nevada,  and  other  states  to  consult 
with  church  leaders. 

In  1977  the  Heranneys  retired,  and 
took  a  camping  trip  around  the  U.S. 
“We  wanted  to  do  something  in  re¬ 
tirement  that  wouid  be  worthwhile  to 
others  as  well  as  to  ourselves,”  he 
said. 

An  article  in  the  Baptist  Record 
about  Campers  on  Mission  started  him 
thinking  they  might  combine  camping 
with  witnessing  opportunities.  Then 
Catherine  read  an  article  in  a  WMU 
magazine  that  told  about  volunteer 
church  builders.  “That  is  just  what  I 
want  to  do!”  Joe  realized.  “The  Lord 
directed,”  he  said.  They  wrote  the 
Home  Mission  Board,  and  offered 
their  services. 

Another  Hollandale  couple,  Thomas 
and  Faye  Keith,  also  volunteered  (see 
accompanying  story. ) 

Their  work  began  in  1978  with  an  In¬ 
dian  church  in  Pawnee,  Okla.  This 
church  had  partially  burned.  Joe  and 
Thomas  repaired  the  burn  damage 
and  built  a  fellowship  hall  Later  they 
returned  and  constructed  additional 
educational  space.  t 


Keiths  travel  to  fill  needs  that 


they  read  about  in  the  Record 


Thomas  and  Faye  Keith  sold  their 
department  store  in  Hollandale  and 
retired  about  the  same  time  that  Joe 
and  Catherine  Heranney  retired  (see 
story  above). 

“We  read  in  the  Baptist  Record,” 
said  Thomas,  “a  Brotherhood  story 
telling  about  the  need  for  volunteer 
church  construction  workers.”  As  a 
result,  the  Keiths  also  notified  the 
Home  Mission  Board  of  their  willing¬ 
ness  to  serve.  Since  1978,  they  have 
worked  on  practically  all  the  same 
projects  that  the  Heranneys  have 
worked  on.  They  also  travel  in  a 
trailer. 


In  the  winter  and  spring  of  1961,  the 
Keiths  worked  at  Florence,  Ariz.,  in 
the  Phoenix  area,  for  nine  weeks,  to 
build  a  fellowship  hall. 


During  three  winters  in  Arizona,  to 
and  around  Phoenix,  Joe  worked  fn 


Thomas  is  an  electrician.  “And  I  do 
a  little  of  everything,"  he  said. 
“Thomas  was  in  the  Signal  Corps,” 
Faye  recalled.  "After  hegotoutof  the 
service  he  did  electrical  wiring  tor  a 
year  or  two.  And  once  we  owned  an 
electrical  supply  store  for  a  short 
while.”  Afterward  they  owned  a  de¬ 
partment  store,  and  he  never  did  any 
more  work  as  an  electrician.  "But  now 
I  know  why  I  acquired  that  particular 
skill,”  he  said.  “The  Lord  knew  then 
that  I  was  going  to  need  it  now!” 


Faye  has  done  visitation  for  revivals 
at  building  sites  and  helped  with  cook¬ 
ing  for  building  crews.  “I  even  paint, . 
and  sand  doors  —  or  do  whatever 
comes  to  hand!”  she  laughed. 

Truman/ Webb,  a  retired  associa- 
tional  missionary,  is  pastor  at  Flor¬ 
ence,  Ariz.  Under  his  leadership  that 
church  has  grown  from  six  to  50.  “He  is 
an  outstanding,  dedicated  pastor.” 
Thomas  said.  “And  seemed  so  ap¬ 
preciative  of  what  we  did.”  his  wife 
added.  , 

A  lot  of  “snowbirds"  live  in  Flor¬ 
ence,  they  said  —  retirees  and  others 
who  go  to  the  warmer  climate  to  get 
away  from  the  snows  of  winter.  Pastor 
Webb  holds  a  preaching  service  in  a 
resort  community  of  “snowbirds” 
Sunday  mornings  at  8:30.  “He  has  to 
have  two  sermons  ready  on  Sundays. 
Thomas  said  with  obvious  amuse 
ment.  "for  often  the  'snowbirds’  would 
hear  his  early  sermon  at  the  resort  and 
then  come  to  the  church  to  hear  him 
too.”  The  “snowbird”  retirees  in 
Florence  and  to  other  areas  of  Arizona 
sometimes  lend  a  hand  in  building  the 
churches,  he  said. 

The  Keiths,  both  Washington  County 
natives  and  members  of  the  Hollan¬ 
dale  Baptist  Church,  are  back  home  in 
Hollandale  now  to  see  their  two  chil¬ 
dren  and  three  grandchildren  and  to 


take  a  brief  rest. 

The  most  rewarding  thing  about 
being  volunteer  church  builders,  Faye 
said,  is  "the  Christian  love  the  church 
people  show,  for  you.”  Her  husband 
especially  likes  going  back  to  a  church 
on  a  second  visit  and  seeing  how  much 
the  church  has  grown  as  a  result  of 
having  more  adequate  facilities. 
“Somehow  people  will  just  attend  a 
church  building  better  that  looks  bet¬ 
ter.  They  like  to  come  to  a  nice  build¬ 
ing,  so  attendance  usually  increases 
after  the  building  goes  up.  It’s  good  to 
go  back  and  see  that  growth.” 

If  he  were  a  pastor,  Thomas  said,  he 
wouid  go  and  be  pastor  for  an  Indian 
church  in  Arizona  that  needs  one  bad¬ 
ly.  ”I’d  go  right  now  and  help  them 
out!”  A  Sunday  School  class  at  the  Hol¬ 
landale  church  had  been  helping  to  pay 
a  pastor  at  the  Indian  mission,  but  no 
pastor  is  there  at  the  present.  “But 
since  I’m  nota  pastor,  then  I  can  serve 
with  what  abilities  1  do  have.” 

“During  the  revival  when  we  were  in 
Thoreau,  New  Mexico."  Faye  pointed 
out,  "There  were  12  professions  of 
faith.  I  felt  like  we  had  a  part."  Jack 
Terreli.  the  Ttoreau  pastor,  told  them 
and  other  groups:  "The  nails  you  have 
driven  here  will  be  a  testimony  to  your 
love  for  the  Master  and  His  people  long 
after  all  of  us  are  gone.” 


Siohhlbhadert'rveseWl.”'’'  Ybodvnn 

•  In-l-awted  ttiatwuwsHa 

Heranneys  expect  to  oversee  five 
groups  who  will  build  a  church.  A 
group  from  Tylertown,  Miss,  will  get 
the  foundation  down. 

Volunteers  buy  their  own  groceries. 
Catherine  helped  last  summer  with  the 
cooking  for  groups  and  taught  in 
backyard  Bible  studies. 

In  Thoreau,  a  grocery  man,  not  a 
Christian,  was  so  impressed  that  vol¬ 
unteers  had  j®n>e.  1,200  miles  to  help 
build  the!  church  that  he  furnished 
some  of  the  groceries  free. 

“I  like  to  work  with  people,”  Joe 
said.  Last  summer  a  man  who  lived 
pear  the  Thoreau  church  came  across 
the  street  and  asked  him  what  he  was 
doing  in  New  Mexico.  Later  the  man 
returned  and  offered  to  help.  After 
they’d  worked  and  talked  for  a  while, 
the  man  said  in  a  surprised  tone,  “You 
are  just  like  us!” 

Joe  Heranney  was  born  in  New  Jer¬ 
sey.  and  his  wife  was  born  at  Delta 
City,  Miss,  They  have  lived  in  Hollan¬ 
dale  for  many  years  and  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  Hollandale  Baptist  Church. 
Their  three  sons  and  onejlaughter  and 
nine  ganddBMagrtSyrffn  Hollandale, 
ownl/SRa  Texas  -  7 

“You  fan’t  really 'understand  the 
need  of  those  small  churches  in  the 
West  until  you’ve  been  there,” 
Catherine  said.  “They  buy  their  own 
building  material.  Sometimes  it’s 
hard  for  them  to  get  the  land,  for  it’s 
expensive.”  She  added,  “They  are 
struggling.  If  a  church  only  has  35  or  so 
members,  it  can’t  afford  to  pay  a  pas¬ 


tor  much,  siy'OftferfKhfe  p'fc-tor  must 
work 

Some  times She  satd  ,  “vwfienTrai- 
dents  there  see  volunteers  come  all  the-' 
way  from  Mississippi,  they  think,' 
‘This  church  must  be  important.  171- 
help,  too.’  ”  For  instance,  the  two  of’ 
them  drove  to  Goldfield,  Nevada,  a- 
mining  town.  “They  told  us  we  were  an- 
answer  to  prayer,”  Joe  said.  While  he 
was  preparing  a  cost  estimate  at® 
making  suggestions  for  a  building  pro¬ 
ject,  a  local  mahheard  about  his  being 
there* and  came  to  excavate  the  Isifid 
—  free.  Another  arrived,  to  give  his 
carpentry  skills.  (One  day  a  week  the 
Goldfield  pastor  drives  200  miles  to 
another  town  to  preach  for  a  group  that 
has  no  pastor.)  J 

Joe  and  Catherine  Heranney  like 
what  they  are  doing  and  don’t  want  to 
stop.  "I  had  always  put  my  work  ahead 
of  the  Lord’s  work,”  he  said.  “Now  I 
have  come  to  realize  more  what  being 
a  Christian  really  megns.”  ,  -- 


MBC  budget. 


(Continued  from  page  D 


are  now  four  years  into  it.  We  have 
taken  on  ambitious  projects  in  an  ef¬ 
fort  to  do  our  part  in  meeting  that  Bold 
Missions  goal  of  witnessing  to 
everyone  in  the  world  before  the  end  of 
the  century.  If  we  are  to  do  that,  our 
money  will  have  to  match  our  goal," 
Kelly  concluded. 


Thomas  and  Aye  Keith 
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Building 
collapses 
in  Paraguay 


Pastor  gets  doctorate  at  78 


Curtis  James  retired  March  1  from 
the  pastorate  of  Rocky  Point  Church, 
Leake  County.  He  has  recently  ac¬ 
cepted  the  post  as  interim  pastor  of 
Valley  Hill  Church,  Carroll  County. 


crease  brought  forth  25  head.  Durham  is  assistant  teacher  for  W 

He  went  into  construction  and  by  P.  Davis  in  Greek.  Davis  is  retired  di- 
1949  be  was  foreman  of  a  crew  with  rector  of  work  between  black  and 
both  black  and  white  men  on  it.  He  re-  white  Baptists  in  Mississippi  for  the 
tired  in  1969  from  the  T.  L.  James  Con-  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
struction  Company  out  of  Ruston,  La.  And  Davis,  who  struck  up  a  close 
He  said  he  was  called  one  of  the  best  friendship  with  Durham  is  an  honor- 
cement  finishers  around  ary  member  of  Durham’s  church. 

All  10  of  his  children  finished  high  Durham  said  he  will  continue 
school  and  two  went  to  college.  His  studies  at  the  seminary, 
schooling  at  Mississippi  Baptist  Semi-  Durham  feels  what  he  has  done 
nary  came  because  ‘I  had  prayed  for  should  be  “telling  the  older  people 
the  time  I’d  retire  and  study  God's  something.”  He  said  if  he’d  completed 

Word  the  way  I  should,”  he  said.  his  degree  program  at  an  earlier  age. 

He  registered  at  the  seminary  in  1970  it  would  have  meant  nothing  to  others 
and  "throwed  myself  open  for  know-  "Some  people  reach  my  ageand  fold 
ledge.”  he  said.  He  completed  course-  their  hands  and  wait  for  depth  afnd  the 

work  for  a  bachelor  of  theology,  a  mas-  free  bus  to  take  them  meal,”  la¬ 

ter  of  theology,  and  now  completed  the  ments  Durham  who  said  his  wife  has 
doctor  of  ministries  degree.  given  him  every  encouragement. 

He  is  dean  of  a  seminary  extension  "I  don’t  mean  I’m  rejuvenated,”  he 
which  operates  out  of  the  church  he  said,  “I’m  just  beginning  to  live.” 
has  been  pastor  of  for  15  years,  St.  Pe¬ 
ter’s  Missionary  Baptist  Church  in 
Morton.  Holmes  Carlisle.  Scott  County 
director  of  missions  is  a  teacher  there. 


Wayne  Myers  resigned  recently  as 
pastor  of  Larue  Church,  Jackson 
County. 


Bobby  Powers  has  resigned  the  pas¬ 
torate  of  Pineview  church,  Jackson 
County.  He  has  been  pastor  at 
Pineview  far  six  years. 

Rondal  Killgore  has  accepted  the 
position  as  education  and  youth  minis¬ 
ter  at  First  Church,  Gautier.  He  is  a 
native  of  Tulsa,  Okla.,  and  a  graduate 
of  New  Orleans  Seminary. 


The  Corbetts 


Pelahatchle  Church  welcomed  its 
new  pastor,  Barry  Calvin  Corbett,  and 
his  wife,  the  former  Denise  Dunbar, 
with  a  pounding  in  the  church  fellow¬ 
ship  hall.  Corbett  delivered  his  first 
sermon  as  the  church’s  pastor  cm  May 
10.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege  and  New  Orleans  Seminary.  A  na¬ 
tive  of  Alexandria,  La.,  he  was  pastor 
of  Calvary  Church,  Smithdale,  before 
moving  to  Pelahatchie.  His  wife,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Ridgeiand,  is  also  a  Mississippi 
College  graduate. 

W.  L.  Day  has  resigned  the  pastorate 
of  Enon  Church,  Winston  County,  due 
to  poor  health. 

Bob  Mounts  has  resigned  the  pasto¬ 
rate  of  First  Church,  Louisville,  to  es¬ 
tablish  a  Personal  Ministries  work. 

First,  Louisville,  has  called  Thomas 
E.  Killgore  as  summer  youth  activities 
director. 


Eighth  Avenue  Church,  Meridian, 
welcomed  its  new  pastor,  Paul  E.  Ear- 

Mly  with  a  reception 
and  a  pounding  on 
Sunday  evening,. 
May  24.  Earley 
moved  to  the  Meri¬ 
dian  pastorate  from 
Unity  Church, 
Leakesville.  He  was 
graduated  from 
Mississippi  College, 
and  from  New  Or- 
Earley  leans  Seminary. 
Earley  has  been  active  in  associa- 
tional  work  as  Sunday  School  director, 
Vacation  Bible  School  director,  youth 
rally  pastor  advisor,  and  Missions 
Committee  representative.  He  is  mar¬ 
ried  to  the  former  Jackie  Houston,  of 
Jackson,  and  they  have  three  children, 
Paul,  Steven,  and  Timothy. 

Tom  Prather,  minister  of  youth  and 
activities  at  Woodland  Hills  Baptist 
Church,  Jackson,  has  joined  the  staff 
Lee  Castle  has  resigned  as  pastor  of  of  Clarke  College  as  basketball  coach 
Yockanookany  Church,  and  has  ac-  Prather,  who  played  basketball  for 
cepted  the  pastorate  of  Slayden  Mississippi  College,  earned  the  mas- 
Church,  Marshall  Association.  ter  of  education  degree  there.  He  is 

married  to  the  former  Vicki  Anthony. 

Dewey  Roach  is  interim  pastor  for 
Enon  Church,  Clay  County.  j  j 


1st,  Rosedale  marks  missions  weekend 


I’irst  Church,  Rosedale,  was  the 
scene  of  a  missionary  weekend  April 
3-5,  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dewey  E. 
Mercer,  missionaries  in  Japan,  as 
speakers.  v  ,  Y 

Activities  ihcluded  showing  of 
slides,  a  family  night  supper,  and  a 
questioirapd  answer  period  relating  to 
mission  work  in  Japan.  Both  Mercers 
spoke  at  the  services -on  Sunday,  April 

First  BaptistChurch,  Rosedalegave 
a  1980  Lottie  Moon  Offering  of  12,000. 
This  surpassed  the  goal  of  $1200, 


- Devotional - 

Why  go  to  church? 


IBy  Billy  G.  Johnson,  pastor,  Dixie  Church,  Hattiesburg 

Hebrews  16:25  -  | 

■  The  writer  to  the  Hebrews  gives  us  an  encouragement  which  each  Christian 
needs  to  heed.  There  are  those  who  say  they  see  no  reason  for  going  to  church 
because  they  get  no  good  out  of  it.  Others  say  they  can  be  just  as  good  Christians 
-.  .....  staying  home  listening  to  the  preacher  on  television  as  by 
attending  church.  William  Temple  once  said  that  if  a  man 
used  either  of  these  excuses.  “He  has  been  going  to  church  for 
m  the  wrong  reasons.”  To  be  honest,  one  must  admit  that  there 
''9  have  been  times  when  he  has  gone  to  church  for  the  wrong 
JJ¥  reasons,  to  be  seen;  to  get  rather  than  give;  to  enhance  one’s 
,  J  own  standing  in  the  community,  and  others. 

The  truly  dedicated  Christian,  however,  will  go  to  church  for 
more  spiritual  reasons.  He  will  go  to  church  to  receive  a  mes- 
HR Bb sage  from  God.  This  will  mean  that  sometimes  he  will  hear 
Johnson  things  which  are  not  pleasing  to  him.  He  may  be  made  to  see  a 

gap  between  what  he  should  be  doing  and  what  he  is  actually  doing.  A  Christian 
wants  to  know  God’s  will  and  direction  for  his  life,  and  church  is  one  place  where 
he  can  find  this. 

Most  people  go  tochurch  to  receive  comfort  and  encouragement.  Every  Christ¬ 
ian  faces  so  much  discouragement,  so  many  temptations,  so  much  sorrow,  so 
much  loneliness.  These  are  common  denominators  in  every  life.  The  church  can  churches, 
be  a  refuge  from  the  storms  of  life.  It  can  be  a  place  of  quiet  solitude  which  will  Junior 
help  the  Christian  put  his  life  in  proper  focus.  The  psalmist  spoke  of  his  misun-  ,  „ 

derstanding  of  God's  ways  of  dealing  with  believers  “until  I  went  into  the  tF°m ” . 
sanctuary  of  God”  (Psalms  73:14),  Going  to  church  helps  us  view  sorrow,  temp-  .  ■  .. 


stated  the  pastor.  John  R  Couch. 


The  Mercers 


J.  A.  McMillan  has  accepted  the  pas¬ 
torate  of  the  New  Haven  Church,  Choc¬ 
taw  County.  He  had  been  serving  there 
as  interim  pastor. 


Rehobeth  Church,  north  of 
Pelahatchie,  will  stage  an  Old- 
Fashioned  Day  on  Sunday,  June  14. 
Members  will  serve  dinner  on  the 
grounds.  “The  Columbians”  of  Col¬ 
umbus  will  sing  at  the  afternoon  ser¬ 
vice.  Rick  Hammarstrom  is  the  pas¬ 
tor. 


:  tations,  and  trials  from  a  proper  perspective. 

;  Furthermore,  the  believer  will  go  to  church  to  be  challenged.  He  not  only  needs 
j  “the  pat  on  the  back,”  but  he  also  needs  the  tug  which  pulls  him  forward  toward 
;  nigher  achievements.  Each  time  one  goes  to  church  he  should  be  able  to  leave 
:  with  a  greater  determination  to  do  a  little  more,  to  walk  a  higher  road .  and  to  live 
'•a  little  closer  to  the  Lord. 

p  Going  to  ehurcfrShould  be  the  peatiof  the  weekfor  every  Christian.  Let  us  “not 


Philadelphia  Church  (Lincoln)  will 
observe  homecoming  day  on  Sunday, 
June  21.  A  former  pastor,  W.  P.  Miley, 
will  bring  the  morning  message.  Din¬ 
ner  will  be  served  at  the  church. 
Robert  Magee  is  the  pastor. 


forsake  the  assembling  of  ourselve^togethei 


memories 


By  Flora  McCain  Methvin,  little  creatures.  They  left  suddenly,  vail  instead  of  calmly  making  the  best 

Minter  Cijy  just  as  they  had  come  (Boom!).  of  them.  Frequently  golden  chinces 

In  the  1940’s:  As  I  glanced  across  the  In  the  1950’s:  There  was  a  big  oak  are  hidden  under  a  cloak  of  what  ap- 
field.  sunshine  and  shadows  rippled  tree  in  my  son  Reginald’s  yard.  The  pears  to  be  adversity.  With  serenity 
across  gplden  wild  flowers.  Such  children  played  under  this  tree  He  and  patience  we  will  recognize  these 
beauty  I  had  never  seen  before.  I  said  woald  find  hqjF-tfronis  un£e»  a,iU  uuiue  urn,,  Impatience, 

to  the  person  with  me,  “Oh, look!  Oh,  (there  was  no  thorn  tree  in  the  yard),  on  the  other  hand,  cannot  help  but 
look!”  She  replied,  “You  are  only  He  found  out  that  the  children  did  not  blind  us  to  their  existence,  for  when  we 
seeing  weeds.  ”  Oh!  the  beauty  of  the  do  it  .  He  would  pick  them  up,  but  there  are  busy  displaying  all-pervasive  and 
Master’s  handiwork!  would  be  more  the  next  day.  exhausting  emotions  such  as  anger. 

In  the  1950’s:  I  loved  walking  to  the  Reginaiddid  a  little  bird  watching.  A  annoyance,  irritation,,  or  desire,  we 

bam  to  milk  the  cows.  My  path  was  blue  jay  was  making  a  funny  noise  and  lose  the  ability  to  discern  the  chances 
sparkling  with  milHons  of  dewdrops  in  carrying  thorns  in  her  mouth  and  that  do  occur.  —  Christine  Luideman 
the  early  morning  sunshine.  They  dropping  them  in  the  other  birds’ nests 
were  my  diamonds  for  the  moment,  or  either  sticking  the  other  birds  with 
made  by  the  Master’s  hand.  Suddenly  I  the  thorns. 

realized  that  all  diamonds  are  just  for  Hekilledthebluejayandtberewere 
now.  I  could  only  think,  “How  Great  no  more  thorns  under  the  oak  tree. 

Thou  Art.”  .  I  That  is  what  I  call  fighting  with  death 


Hey ,  remember  me 


In  His  Keeping 

Take  me  today,  Lord, 
and  mold  me;  c 

Stay  very  close 
and  hold  me; 

Safe  and  secure 
within  thy  arms 
enfold  me. 


Hey,  remember  me?  a  friend  to  talk  to. 

I  was  there  every  time  you  fell  I  was  with  you  when  the  whole 

and  scraped  your  knees  in  play.  world  was  against  you. 

I  was  there  when  you  climbed  to  I  was  there  loving  you  when  you 

the  very  top  rf  that  big  oak  tree.  hated  the  world . 

1  was  there  when  you  were  ridiculed 

for  being  the  smallest  of  the -group.  Hey,  remember -me? 

I  am  the  One  who  gave  you  life 
and  a  reason  to  live  it. 
f  am  the  One  who  loves  you 

beyond  all  of  your  understanding. 
I  am  the  One  who  traded  my  life 
for  yours.  / 

I  am  Jesus  Christ 
Hey,  remember  me? 

—Kim  Harvey,  Columbia, 
Sophomore.  Blue  Mountain 


Help  me  to  do 
-thy  will; 

Help  me  to  realize 
w*  you're  still 
the  Master. 


CONGRATULATIONS! 
Oakland  Heights  Baptist 
Church 

Meridian,  Mississippi 
Ur,.  Marcus  Finch,  Pastor 
^ONE-tf4Y  SELL-OUT! 
$65.000. 00  12%  Bonds 
SECURITY  CHURCH 
FINANCE,  INC., 

NAT  BULLOCK, 
CONSULTANT 
For  information  on  how 
your  church  can  have  a  suc¬ 
cessful  Bond  Program,  call 
Toll  Free 

1-800-231-0373 


Hey,  remember  me? 

I  was  with  you  the  first  time 
you  went  to  school. 

4  wasjhjrdsphiparmg  when  you 
•Y.  played  yoOr  firstjpall  game 
I  was  there  every  day  hoping  to 
help  you  any  way  I  could. 


birds,  hoi  Mrih-rr  (b.  who  Just  to  go  back  to  the  hills  and  hear 

knows  when  a  sparrow w-  ^  JioaUfltthe  whippoorwill  would  ttfi 
has  taken  care  of  me  all  these  77  years  my  heart' with  joy.  Once  during  my 
is  seeing  after  the  little  creatures  also,  childhood  I  saw  a  baby  whippoorwill. 

1950’s:  I  was  sitting  on  my  front  It  was  just  a  ball  of  golden  yellow 
porch  when  I  heard  a  buzzing  racket.  It  dawn.  The  whippoorwill  and  the  crows 
was  just  a  tiny  hummingbird  getting  did  not  move  to  the  Delta  with  us  when 
nectar  from  my  bleeding  heart  bush.  I  we  moved  in  the  last  part  of  1918.  I 
told  her  if  she  could  make  that  much  have  missed  hearing  the  “Caw  Caw" 
racket  as  small  as  she  was,  I  was  cer-  of  the  crows  so  much  during  the  years, 
tainly  glad  she  was  not  as  large  as  an  My  memory  drifts  back  to  1912  when 
airplane.  I  was  a  little  girl  walking  with  my 

Then  1  noticed  a  hummingbird  sit-  grandmother  and  facing  the  setting 
ting  on  the  clothes  line.  I  had  never  sun.  She  said  to  me,  "Ithank  the  Lord  I 
seen  one  still  and  not  flying.  I  said  toil,  am  one  day  nearer  home  than  I  have 
"You  poor  dear,  you  are  drunk  on  nec-  ever  been  before.”  She  was  called 
tar.”  After  it  sobered  up,  it  cranked  up  home  in  1914. 
its  propeller  (wings)  and  took  off.  Now  in  1981:  My  memory  flies  back 
They  get  nectar  from  the  flowers  while  to  my  own  dear  family.  I  have  been 
still  in  the  air.  They  have  feet  but  no  alone  since  1965.  Luther  died  in  the 
legs  like  an  airplane.  They  can  get  summer  of  that  year  .  My  five  children 
their  refill  while  in  the  air  Someone  are  married.  All  16  grandchildren  are 
must  have  borrowed  their  blueprint  to  married  except  six.  And  now  those 
make  an  airplane.  eight  brand  new  great-grandchildren 

Another  time  I  glanced  out  the  win-  are  bubbling  over  with  love  and  joy  at 
dow  to  see  a  big  bunch  of  beautiful  pink  just  being  alive, 
and  grey  birds.  It  was  just  a  stop-by  rcan  say  as  my  grandmother  did,  "I 
visit  to  get  a  refill  of  nectar  from  my  thank  the  Lord  I  am  one  day  nearer 
bleeding  heart  bush.  They  were  hang-  Home  than  I  have  ever  been  before.” 
ing  all  over  the  bush,  some  bottom  side 

up  and  some  hanging  by  one  foot.  I  - _ .  — - 

laughed  out  loud  and  said,  “What  a  Uv- 

ing  picture,  and  thank  you  for  the-  O  f  l~k  ^ _ 

lovely  visit!”  It  was  as  though  I  had  ITJLll 


When  day  is  done 
tenderly  keep 
me  safe  and  warm 
as  I  sleep; 

And  let  me  be 
forever  mindful, 
and  thankful 


Church  membership  is'  not  an 
elevator  to  heaven. 

There  is  nothing  busier  than  an  idle 
rumor. 


Summer  morning 

Strolling  down  the  garden  path 

In  the  early  morning  of  summer  time 

Among  God's  creation  of  pretty  flow¬ 
ers, 

Where  the  fallen  dew  lingers 

Until  a  sunbeam  comes  beaming  down 

And  wipes  away  the  dew  like  tear¬ 
drops, 

I  stoop  to  smell  a  sweet  scented  rose. 

The  brightly  painted  cock’s  comb  is 
always  there. 

Elegant  yellow  daisies  stand,  bold, 

Prickly  pears  add  their  bit  of  charm, 
too 

A  row  of  sunflowers  grows  tall; 

Maybe  a  little  humming  bird  will  flit 
by 

Sucking  sweet  nectar  from  every 
bloom. 


-Roxie  Barton  Jones 
Aberdeen 


Parasites  in  the  Promised  Land 

By  Loui se ^Sheridan -Anderson 

There  were  many  bugs  in  the  Bible.')  -  industrious  creature 

See  how  many  you  can  identify:  J  5.  Master  weaver  in  the  palace _ 

1.  Samson  mentioned  it  in  a  riddle.  _  6.  Lover  of  wool 

7.  Food  for  John  the 

Baptist  _ 

8.  Stinger  in  the  Sinai _ 

9.  Jesus  mentioned  this  in 

a  proverb  _ 

10.  Hangs  on  to  hair  and  hide _ 


JACK  R.  TAYLOR 


2.  Pharaoh’s' palace  swarmed 

with  them  _ _ 

3.  David  alone  mentions 

this  tiny  insect 

4.  King  Solomon  highly  praised  this 


ANSWERS 

The  greatest  remedy  for  anger  is  de-  „  _ „ 

iy  6  8T-9I  8  *3  *>n  (01)  (K  K  new 

teuD  («)  !n  zi  s8m  i  uo(djoos  (g, 
Often  small  talk  comes  in  large  isnoog  (4)  )  ngE  sj  mow 

oses.  <91  82  0E  AOJd  J*p|ds  (S)  ! 8-9:9  aojj 

...  ....  »«V  (9)  UlSS  I  IS) 

Lhpior  is  trouble  put  in  liquid  form.  xg  sajid  (j)  !g;»i  sagpnr  wg(l| 


Day  lilies  bloom  day  by  day 
Dahlias  blossom  in  red,  yellow,  and 
white 

And  the  graceful  banana  stalk  grows 
so  erect 

Its  leaves  spread  like  flying  geese. 
The  stately  old  apple  tree  stands  by 
With  its  shade,  to  offer 
Mellow  fruit  to  eat. 

The  day  came  and  the  day  is  gone, 
Then  another  morning  comes,  another 
dew, 

All  over  again. 

—Doris  Tarver 
Rt.  5,  Box  279B,  Oxford 


Corinth  Church  {Tallahatchie 

June  21-26;  services  at  7:45  p.m.  Ellis 
Moore,  pastor,  Spring  Hill  Church, 
Oakland,  evangelist;  Benny  Cham¬ 
pion,  music  director  of  Corinth 
Church,  song  leader;  Matthew  L. 
Greer,  pastor. 


The  miracle  of  water 


husband 

Jack  S.  Taylor  Is  president  ot 
Wnwnstons  In  Christian  Using 
Fort  Worth,  Texas  Two  ot  his 
other  outstanding  titles  ore  Key 
to  Triumphant  Using  and 


Should  I  water  these  plants? 

all  dried  and  withered  looking, 
without  a  sign  of  life? 


And  what  about  these  souls.  Lord 
all  dried  in  spirit, 
shriveled  in  appearance, 
without  a  sigh  of  life. 

Is  there  any  hope? 


made  possible  through  Jesus  Christ, 
the  Water  of  Life, 


A  Miracle.  ..  come  true 


Neely  Church  (Greene  I :  June  14-19; 
services  at  11  a  m.  and  2  p.m.  on  Sun¬ 
day,  with  iunch  served  at  the  church; 
Mon.-Fri.  at7:30p.m.;  Phil  Duncan  of 
Skene,  evangelist;  Ronnie  Cottingham 
■Betty  Waldron  Davis  of  Lucedale,  music  evangelist;  LaRue 


ft's  no  use  to  walking’ anywhere  to 

preach,  unless  you  preach  asyou  walk,  from  just  a  little  water 


Meridian 


SteBi)en6.  pastor 
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Baker,  others  oppose  bills 
denying  federal  court  role 


ing  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  tion  on  controversial  issues  are  pend- 
to  efforts  in  the  last  Congress  to  re-  ing,  the  method  of  attempting  to  over¬ 
move  federal  court  jurisdiction  in  turn  Supreme  Court  decisions  is  not 
school  prayer  cases.  new.  Sixty  such  bills  were  introduced 

Baker  said  the  emotional  volatility  . 

of  such  issues  has  “clouded"  constitu-  .  The  Southern  Baptist  Convention 

tional  questions  involved*” 

^  state-mandated  prayer  in  public 

The  press  briefing,  which  included  schools,  a  position  reaffirmed  at  its 
representatives  of  Protestant,  1®®®  annual  meeting  in  St.  Louis. 
Catholic,  Jewish,  Civil  Libertarian  lD  a  related  development,  two 
and  public  interest  groups,  followed  Southern  Baptists  joined  a  coalition  of 
the  first  round  of  hearings  by  the  Se-  more  &an  55  organizations  pushing 
nate  Judiciary  Subcommittee  on  the  what  describes  as  “voluntary” 
Constitution  on  the  broad  issue  of  con-  prayer  in  public  schools,  but  what  cri- 
gressional  power  to  limit  federal  court  Hcs  insist  is  state-mandated  prayer, 
jurisdiction.  The  House  Subcommittee  Members  of  the  group,  called  Project 
on  Courts,  Civil  Liberties  and  the  Ad-  Prayer,  include  Claud  Logan  Asbury, 
ministration  of  Justice  began  similar  pastor  of  Parkville  Baptist  Church, 
hearings  June  3-4.  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  William  Powell, 

_  editor  of  Southern  Baptist  Journal,  a 
Though  more  than  20  proposals  to  monthly  newspaper  not  related  to  the 
limit  or  remove  federal  court  jurisdic-  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 


Wahalak  Church,  Kemper  County,  recently  held  a  note 
burning  ceremony  celebrating  the  final  payment  of  debt  for  its 
new  church  building.  Under  leadershipof  O.  P.  Moore,  former 
pastor.-the  members  broke,  ground  for  the  building  in 


November,  1979,  and  dedicated  it  debt  free  in  June  of  1980. 
Members  subsequently  borrowed  money  to  install  central 
heat  and  air  conditioning.  Now,  less  than  a  year  later,  they 
have  paid  this  debt.  The  present  pastor  is  R.  L  Hunnicutt. 


West  End  Church,  West  Point  men 
are  planning  a  mission  project  at 
Central  Hills  Retreat.  They  will  do 
some  electrical  wiring  and  install 
lights,  says  the  pastor,  Ray  Walters. 

First  Church,  Starkville.  is  planning 
to  send  a  group  on  a  mission  trip  to 
Alpena,  Mich.,  July  10-22.  Those  going 
will  hold  a  revival,  in  the  hopes  of 
starting  a  church  at  Alpena.  Singing 
groups  and  a  handbell  choir  will  be  in¬ 
volved.  Truitt  Roberts,  minister  of 
music,  will  direct  the  trip.  Raymond 
Lloyd  is  the  pastor. 


Jones  County  JC 
commissions 
summer  workers 


The  Baptist  Student  Union  of  Jones 
County  Junior  College  held  a  commis¬ 
sioning  service  for  five  summer  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  five  other  youth  workers 
at  First  Church,  Ellisville,  May  3. 

Those  commissioned  were  Tracy 
Simmons,  missionary  to  Grand 
Canyon,  Arizona;  Jennie  Mathis,  mis¬ 
sionary  to  Maryland;  Melanie  Her¬ 
ring,  counselor  at  Camp  Garaywa; 
Donna  Shoemake,  counselor  at  Camp 
Garaywa ;  Gina  Browning,  missionary 
to  California;  John  Mars,  missionary 
to  Alaska;  Paul  Sloan,  counselor  to 
Central  Hills;  Troy  Gibbons,  missio¬ 
nary  to  Hawaii;  and  Roney  Joe  Webb, 
youth  director  at  Second  Avenue, 
Laurel.  John  F.  Sumner,  Jr.,  is  BSU 
director  at  Jones  JC. 


WORLD  S  LARGEST  MANUFACTURER 

.  OF  FIBEROLASS 

CMURCM  PRODUCTS 

•  STEEPLES 

•  WALL  CROSSES 

•  STAINED  FIBERGLASS  WINDOWS 

•  BAPTISTRIES 

•  BAPTISTRV  HEATERS  1  / 


John  Warren  Steen  and  Mrs.  Steen 
(the  former  Dorothy  Jean  Lipham)  will 
direct  and  teach  in  the  Christian  Writers' 
Grand  Ole  Workshop,  June  28-July  2,  in 
Nashville.  (Photo  by  Golden  Rule 
Studio.) 


AC  214  857-65?? 


Harmony,  Union  County,  near  New  Albany  recently  had  its  first  Acteens'  corona¬ 
tion  ceremony.  The  theme  was,  “This  is  Our  Day."  Queens  crowned  were,  left  to  right: 
Lisa  Frazier,  Debbie  Barnes,  and  Sherry  Thomas.  Red  roses  were  provided  by  the 
WMU,  Mrs.  Chesley  Hale,  director.  Acteen  leaders  are  Mrs.  Chris  Heaton  and  Mrs. 
Bob  Heaton. 


''Iiuemationalhr  known  apecialuu" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 


direct  wo: 


for  writers 


L.  A.  Smith, 
pastor,  dies 

Louie  Arthur  Smith,  pastor  of  Glad- 
ing  Church  in  Mississippi  Association 
for  almost  18  years,  died  May  18  in 
Beacham  Memorial  Hospital,  follow¬ 
ing  an  illness  of  five  days.  He  was  63.  _ _ ^ _ _ 

Services  were  held  at  Gillsburg  Bap-  and  publishers, 
tist  Church  Wed.,  May  20,  atlO:  30  a.m.  Steen,  author  of  Enlarge  Yoar  World 

and  at  Hartman  Chapel  (an  Eastern  and  former  editor  of  Mature  Living, 
Star  service)  at  7  p.m.  T.  H. 'Maxwell  will  teach  a  course  in  writing  for 
of  Summit  and  Joseph  L.  Small  of  specific  audiences.  He  will  also  draw 
Gillsburg  officiated.  on  his  experience  in  writing  two  bibli- 

Smith  was  bom  Sept.  18,  1917,  in  cal  novels  as  he  discusses  the  bibli- 
Birmingham,  Ala.,  and  was  ordained  cal/historical  novel.  Mrs.  Steen,  an 
to  the  ministry  at  Gillsburg  Church,  English  teacher,  will  offer  a  course  on 
Gillsburg,  Miss. ,  Oct  .29,  1961,  on  his  “Pitfalls  in  Grammar”  and  will  draw 
’^"^‘"S-anniversary.  In  addition  on  her  experience  as  an  educational 
to  serving  as  full  time  pastor  of  the  TV  teacher  tojnude  a  workshop  on 
Glading  Church,  he  was  a  retired  car-  writing  for  televBBBr’’**®*'”  - 
man  for  the  Illinois  Central  Gulf  Rail-  Editors  from  Broadman  Press, 
road  (he  worked  with  the  railroad  40  Abingdon  Press,  Benson  Company, 
years).  He  was  active  in  many  church  and  Thomas  Nelson  Publishers  will 
and  community  organizations.  bring  an  update  on  the  world  of  religi- 

Survivors  include  his  wife  of  42  ous  publishing.  Additional  courses  will 
years,  Mrs.  Rosie  Newman  Smith;  focus  on  various  types  of  Christian, 
four  sons,  Larry  Wayne  of  Walker ;  L.  writing  ,  non-fiction,  poetry,  cur- 
A.,  Jr.  of  Brandon;  Randall,  Wiggins;  riculum,  and  devotionaL 
and  Charles  Raymond,  Eddiceton;  Participants  in  the  workshop  may 
two  daughters,  Mrs.  Herb  (Katherine  submit  samples  of  their  writings  for 
Marie)  Lindley  of  Memphis,  and  Mrs.  prizes  and  for  personal  evaluation. 
Phil  (Mary  Cyulai  McGehee  of  Wat-  To  obtain  more  information,  send  a 
son ;  ate  brother ;  one  sister ;  17  grand-  self-addressed  envelope  to  John  War- 
children;  and  two  great-  ren  Steen,  6511  Currywood  Drive, 
grandchildren.  Nashville,  TN  37205 


Mississi 


liiuq  sill  gl. 


oi  sniqU- 


East  End  Church  of  Columbus  re¬ 
cently  completed  a  church  building 
fund  campaign  under  direction  of 
Clarence  Cutrell,  former  consultant 
with  the  Stewardship  department, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
now  retired.  W.  M.  Daves,  pastor, 
said,  “This  program  did  wonders  for 
our  church.  Our  people  are  encour¬ 
aged  and  the  spirit  among  our  people 
***">  orRflter.  The  banquet 
* — —  mgvRLgnxoi  uor  campaign.  Our 
goals  were  $130,000,  $215,000,  and 
$300,000.  The  total  gifts  and  pledges 
were  $327,871.67.”  He  added,  “I  would 
encourage  any  church  planning  to 
build  to  use  this  program  which,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  was  inspired  by  the  Lord. ’“The 
church  plans  to  build  a  new  au¬ 
ditorium. 


We  can  save  your  church  money. 

Rs.*rsibt*  Cushloru  and  Upbotaterlng  on  Location 

HUGHES  PEW  CUSHIONS 

Route  2,  Box  159A 
.  Gurdon,  Arkansas  71743 

L  v  Quality,  comfort  and  beauty 
3  weeks  delivery  on  fabric  in  stock 
EUGENE  HUGHES 
yliilf,1  Sales  Representative 
Jf1"1  Fdt.free  estimate  call  collect  ,-., 

■ ■;* -(sot) z  * 


Midway  Church.  Vardaman.  in  Calhoun  County,  presented  Bibles  to  each  of  the  12 
who  made  professions  of  faith  during  the  spring  revival.  Donald  Dunahue  is  pastor. 


CHURCH  FURNISHINGS 
Best  prices  on  pew  cushions 
Chancel  •  Pews  •  Classroom 
HERLYN  SUPPLY  COMPANY 
P.O.Box  537,  Brandon,  MS  39042 
Call  Collect  601-825-1955 


Supreme  Court 
faces  new.  .  . 

(Continued  from  page  1> 

tionof  die  law  e&empting  only  those 
-cbqKhfs  and  church-related  groups 
raising  rtibr^  than  half  their,  funds 
from  members  violates  the  Cohstifu 
tion.  At  the  same  time,  the  Court  of 
Appeals  rejected  the  lower  court’s 
finding  that  the  law  as  a  whole  as 
applied  to  religious  organizations  vio¬ 
lates  the  First  Amendment. 

Supreme  Court  justices  now  must 
untangle  the  web  of  conflicting  views 
from  those  two  lower  courts  and  de¬ 
cide  the  basic  question  of  whether  the 
Minnesota  exemption  unconstitution¬ 
ally  favors  9ome  religions  over  others. 
The  case  will  be  held  over  for  full  ar¬ 
gument  in  the  high  court’s  new  term 
beginning  in  October. 


Lottie  Moon  totals  i44v7  million 
99.3  percent  of  1980  goal 


Jones  County  Junior  College  BSU  has  selected  for  executive  council  for  the 
coming  year:  Ronney  Joe  Webb.  Morning  Watch;  Terri  James,  mission  chairman; 
Randy  Sims,  president;  John  Sumner,  director;  Cynthia  Brogan,  secretary/publicity; 
Jerry  East,  noonday;  John  Mars,  evangelism;  Coach  Rivers,  advisor;  Mona  Buckalew, 
intramural;  Loleeta  Phillips,  social;  Jennie  Mathis,  vice-president;  Shirley  Wilcox, 
BSU  secretary:  Floyd  Biglane,  puppets/lounge  chairman. 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  Receipts  on  the  budget  or  seek  other  sources  of 
for  the  1980  Lottie  Moon  Christinas  Of-  income  to  provide  the  amount  that 
fering  for  foreign  missions  totaled  didn’t  come  in,”  Parks  said. 
$44,700,339,  or  99.3  percent  of  the  $45  “Our  denominational  program  is 
million  goal.  described  by  many  as  not  being  a  faith 

When  the  books  clqjed  on  the  1980  operation,”  he  continued.  “Yet,  to 
offeringMay31,thetota!was$4.lmill-  base  one-half  of  your  budget  on  one 
ion  above  the  previous  year’s  con-  offering  does  involve  a  considerable 
tributions.  Additional  funds  received 
after  the  official  closing  count  toward 
the  1961  goal  of  $50  million. 

The  Lottie  Moon  offering  provides 
one-half  of  the  board’s  budget.  This 
was  the  first  year  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  included  the  entire  Lottie  Moon 
goal  in  the  budget.  Missing  the  goal  by 
approximately  $300,000  will  require 
adjustments. 

“Since  we  have  budgeted  the  entire 
amount,  we  will  havetoeither  cutback 


jIdrthvway 

CONTRACTORS 


Sex  discrimination  suit 
filed  against  Belmont 


^HEADQUARTERS'S 

FOR  ALL  TYPES  OF 

School  &  Church  Furniture 

•  Camp  tele  stock  at  chain,  table,  desks  and 
turnishinfs  lor  Classroom,  Library.  Sunday 
School,  .Auditorium  Cafeteria  and  .very 
School  and  Church  use. 


In  the  old  days,  when  a  young  man 
started  sowing  wild  oats,  father  al¬ 
ways  started  the  threshing  machine. 


Pianos 

Steinway  Kawai 
Everett ....  Wuriiteer 
Organs 

Allen . Hammond 

Gulbransen  . . .  Wurtttzer 

• 

■Complete  Music  Department 
•Free  Delivery 
•We  Specialize  In  Charch 
Installations 

•Special  Terms  to  Churches 


Church  Pew  Cushions:  Manufac¬ 
tured  in  our  plant.  For  tree  esti¬ 
mate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301  Since  1899.  Phone 
(601)  693-4451. 


PROFESSIONAL  high  speed  audio 
cassette  duplicating.  Recording 
supplies.  THE  CASSETTE  STORE, 
Dept  B.  P.O.  Box  1730.  Bingham¬ 
ton,  NY  13902  (  607)  754-8179. 


ROSEBERRY  PIANO  HOUSE 

134  E.  FRONT  ST.  DOWNTOWN  HATTIESBU  R< 


Bible  Book  Series 


David,  a  fugitive  from  Saul 


By  Gordon  H.  Sousing 
Pastor,  1st,  Pontotoc 
I  Samuel  21:1-26:25 
Saul’s  jealousy  mid  hatred  of  David 
increased.  Because  he  saw  David  as  a 
threat  to  himself,  David  became  a 
fugitive  from  the  court  of  Saul.  But 
David’s  absence  was  not  enough  to 
cool  the  hate  of  Saul.  He  wanted  to  be 
rid  of  David  completely  and  thus 
began  an  effort  to  find  and  kill  him. 

David  had  shown  nothing  but  loyal 
devotion  to  Saul.  Blinded  by  jealousy 
and  hate,  Saul  saw  Da  vid  as  a  threat  to 
his  security  as  king.  Thus  David  fled 
from  Saul.  These  chapters  contain  a 
record  of  Saul’s  pursuit  of  David  and 
David’s  experiences  as  he  avoided 
Saul’s  wrath. 

1.  David  pursued  by  Saul  (0:14-15) 
When  Jonathan  told  David  of  Saul’s 
feelings,  David  left  Saul's  court  in 
Haste.  He  went  to  the  priest, 
Ahimelech,  for  food  and  also  retrieved 
Goliath’s  sword.  He  escaped  Achish, 
king  of  Gath,  by  acting  like  a  madman. 
From  there  he  made  his  way  to  Adul- 
lam  where  he  gathered  and  trained  an 
army  of  about  four  hundred  men. 

At  Keilah  Saul  saw  an  opportunity  to 
engage  David  in  battle.  David  heard  of 
Saul's  plan  and  sought  a  word  from  the 
Lord.  The  contrasting  life-styles  of 
these  two  men  is  again  apparent.  Saul 
is  driven  by  his  own  selfish  sin  while 
David  seeks  a  word  from  God.  God  de¬ 
livered  David  by  sending  him  into  the 
wilderness  around  Keilah  in  the  region 
of  the  Dead  Sea. 

David  remained  in  the  wilderness  of 
Zipta,  south  of  Hebron,  where  he  lived 
in  caves.  “Saul  sought  him  every 
day.”  There  seemed  to  be  no  way  of 
convincing  Saul  that  David  was  not  an 
enemy.  Day  by  day  over  a  period  of 
time  Saul  pursued  David. 

“But  God  did  not  deliver  him  into  his 
hand.”  God  led  David  and  provided  for 
him  and  his  men.  The  idea  is  that  God 
was  in  control,  and  David  was  safe. 

David  became  aware  that  Saul  had 
now  come  to  the  wilderness  of  Ziph  at 
Horesh  to  kill  him.  In  the  meantime 
Jonathan  learned  of  David’s  hiding 
place  and  went  to  “encourage  him  in 
God.”  Again  there  was  a  covenant 
made  between  these  two  men.  The 
bond  of  friendship  was  strong,  seem¬ 
ingly  unbreakable. 

2.  David  betrayed  by  the  Ziphites 
123:19-29,24) 

"  Saul’s  fotde  pursuit  of  David  con¬ 
tinued  Again  David’s  place  of  hiding 
was  betrayed,  this  time  by  the  Ziphites 
who  came,  to  Saul-  Just.  why.  they 


wanted  to  aid  Saul  is  not  known. 
Perhaps  they  feared  the  consequences 
of  David  hiding  in  their  land. 

However,  information  flowed  two 
ways.  David  was  also  told  of  Saul’s 
presence  in  the  land.  Therefore,  he  and 
his  men  moved  south  into  the  wilder¬ 
ness  of  Maon.  Seeking  to  avoid  an  en¬ 
counter,  David  put  more  distance  bet¬ 
ween  himself  and  Saul. 

Just  as  Saul  began  to  carry  out  his 
strategy  aided  by  the  Ziphites,  word 
came  that  the  Philistines  had  invaded 
Israel.  David's  plight  was  grave.  He 
was  counted  as  a  rebel  and  hated  by 
the  king  who  had  once  been  his  friend. 

After  Saul’s  encounter  with  the 
Philistines,  he  resumed  his  chase.  He 
learned  that  David  had  moved  to  En- 
gedi  near  the  Dead  Sea.  Here,  in  a 
large  cave,  David  had  the  opportunity 
to  kill  Saul  but  would  not. 

2.  David  avenged  by  God  (25:35) 
Chapter  25  begins  with  the  report  of 
Samuel's  death.  Then  the  writer  re¬ 
turns  to  David  who  has  journeyed  to 
Par  an.  Here  David  and  his  men  en¬ 
countered  a  wealthy  sheepherder 
named  Nabal.  David  bad  been  kind  to 
Nabal’s  shepherds,  having  taken  no¬ 
thing  from  them  during  his  flight  from 
Saul.  David  asked  Nabal  for  wages  be¬ 
cause  he  had  provided  protection  for 
his  men  and  his  sheep.  The  request 
was,  “Please  give  whatever  you  find 
at  hand  to  your  servants  and  to  your 
son  David.” 

Nabal  refused  and  treated  David 
with  contempt  as  if  he  were  a  runaway 
slave  or  a  political  refugee.  David  pre¬ 
pared  for  battle  to  seek  revenge 
against  Nabal.  Nabal’s  wife,  Abigail, 
heard  of  her  husband’s  abusive  lan¬ 
guage  to  David.  She  heard  the  tes¬ 
timony  of  her  husband’s  shepherds  as 
to  David’s  protection  of  them.  Abigail 
then  intercepted  David  and  interceded 
for  Nabal.  Later  she  told  Nabal  what 
she  had  done  and  the  shock  of  it  killed 
him. 

When  David  heard  of  Nabal 's  death, 
he  realized  how  God  bad  used  Abigail. 
He  had  in  his  heart  the  desire  to  kill 
Nabal  and  would  have  if  Abigail  had 
not  come  to  him.  David  then  saw 
Nabal’s  death  as  revenge.  God  had 
held  David  back  from  doing  this  evil. 
David  perceived  that  the  Lord  had 
“returned  the  wickedness  of  Nabal  on 
his  own  head.”  Then  David  sent  far 
Abigail,  and  she  became  his  wife. 

' 1  TWs  entire  episode  reveals  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  God  in  David’s  life.  God  was 
guiding  and  protecting  David.  He  was 
movuig  David  toward  the  fulfillment 


I  Uniform  lesson 


By  Tom  F.  Rayburn,  pastor 
First,  Booneville 
Deuteronomy  1:15-24, 25-31 

God’s  offer  of  a  land  to  the  homeless 
people  of  Israel  is  the  emphasis  of  our 
lesson  this  week.  With  the  promise  of 
the  land,  God  gives  the  power  neces¬ 
sary  to  possess  the  land. 

•  These  people  had  been  enslaved  in 
Egypt,  but  God  had  sent  Moses  with 
the  promise,  “I  will  bring  you  out  from 
under  the  burdens  of  the  Egyptians.  . 
and  I  will  bring  you  in  unto  the  land, 
concerning  the  which  I  did  swear  to 
rtve.ft,t^Abrah<hp,.tq  .lsaaic^  and  to 

The  people  are  now  (ii  toe  pi  am*  of 
Moab  (Dt.  1:5,  34:1,  5)  Across  the 
River  Jordan  lies  the  land  of  promise, 
waiting  to  be  claimed.  Forty  years  of 
unnecessary  wanderings  in  the  wil¬ 
derness  have  elapsed  since  Israel  left 
Egypt  (1:3),  years  that  must  hpve 
been  rugged  at  best.  Some  may  have 
begun  to  despair  that  God's  promise 
ever  would  be  fulfilled.  In  our  scrip¬ 
ture  for  today,  Moses  is  rehearsing  to 
the  people  the  reason  for  the  long  delay 
in  their  entering  the  land.  As  we  shall 
see,  it  was  not  due  to  the  caprice  or 
inability  of  God,  but  to  the  refusal  of 
the  people  to  respond  to  God  in  faith. 
“Yet  you  were  not  willing  to  go  up,  but 
rebelled  against  the  command  of  the 
Lord  your  God"  (1:24).  Standing  now 
in  Moab,  looking  across  into  Cana®', 
Moses  reminds  these  people  that  the 
land  could  have  been  theirs  a  genera¬ 
tion  ago  if  only  they  had  believed  God 's 
promise.— adptd.  Standard  Commen¬ 
tary 

Erdman's  Bible  Handbook  gives  the 
following  information  about  the  Book 
of  Deuteronomy  and  chapter  one. 

Deuteronomy  is  the  record  of  Moses' 
farewell  addresses  to  Israel,  given 
about  1280  B  C.  on  the  plains  of  Moab. 
on  the  eve  of  entry  to  the  promised 
land.  The  title,  which  comes  from  the 
Greek  translation,  implies  a  second 
law-giving,  but  in  fact  the  book  con¬ 
tains  a  restatement  and  reaffirmation 
of  the  Sinai  covenant.  It  follows  a 
specific  treaty-pattern. 

The  laws  recorded  in  Exodus, 
Leviticus  and  Numbers  are  brought 
together  and  appl  ied  specifically  to  the 
settled  life  of  Canaan  which  is  about  to 
begin. 

1:1-5  The  Introduction— Time  and 
place  are  carefully  specified.  Forty 
years  after  the  exodus,  at  the  end  of  the 
wilderness  wanderings,  in  the  plains 
beyond  Jordan.  Moses  gives  God's 


s  promise 


message  to  Israel 

V-2. . .  Eleven  days. . .  The  journey 
from  Jebes  Musa,  the  traditional  site 
of  Mt.  Sinai  or  Mt.  Horeb  to  Dahab  on 
the  east  coast  of  Sinai,  up  the  coast  and 
across  to  Kadesh,  the  Ain  Qudeirat 
area,  has  recently  been  shown  to  take 
just  about  this  length  of  time,  eleven 
days. 

Vs.  4-44  . . .  From  Sinai  to  Kadesh. 
The  spies  sent  out,  and  the  rgVolt 

Vs.  5-18  .  .  .  Moses  recalls  how  he 
found  relief  from  the  solitary  burden  of 
leadership,  in  delegating  responsibili¬ 
ty  sjhe  wise  advjce  to  do  so  camefrom 
-ihiMAther.in-lgw,  Jethro  »(Exoflus 

V-14 . . .  That  great  and  fenrlble’wU- 
d ernes* .  . .  Wilderness  simply  means 
uninhabited  land.  North  of  Sinai  the 
land  is  barren  and  desolate,  with  rug¬ 
ged  peaks  and  the  earth  covered  with 
stones  and  flints.  But  there  are  oases 
with  a  surprising  amount  of  vegetation 
after  the  winter  rains. 

V-44  .  .  .  Amorites  .  .  .  The  term 
Canaanites  is  used  by  the  book  of 
Numbers  14:43.  The  term  covenant  is 
mentioned  in  these  passages  from 
Deuteronomy.  From  the  Compact  Dic¬ 
tionary  we  have  this  definition:  It  is  a 
mutual  agreement  between  two  or 
more  people  to  do  or  refrain  from 
doing  certain  acts:  sometimes  the  un¬ 
dertaking  of  one  of  the  parties.  In  the 
Bible  God  is  regarded  as  the  witness  of 
this  pact  (Gen.  31:50;  I  Sam.  20:8). 

In  the  Old  Testament  there  are  three 
different  types  of  covenants. 

(1)  A  two-sided  covenant  between 
human  parties,  both  of  whom  volun¬ 
tarily  accept  the  terms  of  the  agree¬ 
ment  (I  Sam.  18:3);  (21  A  one-sided 
disposition  imposed  by  a  superior 
party  (Ezek.  17:13,14);  (3)  God's  self- 
imposed  obligation,  for  the  reconcilia¬ 
tion  of  sinners  to  himself  (Dt.  7:4-8; 
Ps.  89:3,  4). 

There  are  six  covenants  of  God :  ( 1) 
The  Edenic  in  which  God  promises  re¬ 
demption  (Gen.  3:15);  (2)  The  Noa- 
hian,  in  which  God  promises  to  pre¬ 
serve  the  race  (Gen.  9:9);  (3)  The  Ab- 
rahamic,  in  which  God  grants  bles¬ 
sings  through  Abraham’s  family 
(Gen.  15:18);  <4)TheStnaitic.inwhich 
God  designates  Israel  as  God’s  chosen 
people  (Ex.  19:5,4);  (5)  The  Levitical, 
where  making  reconciliation  is 
through  priestly  atonement  (Num. 
25:12,  13);  (8)  The  Davidic,  in  which 
salvation  is  promised  through  David’s 
dynasty  by  the  Messiah  (2Sam.  23:5). 

The  prophets  foretold  of  a  New  Co¬ 


of  his  purpose. 

4.  Saul  spared  by  David  (24:5,8-5) 
Saul  resumed  his  pursuit  of  David 
assisted  by  the  Ziphites.  With  3,000 
men,  Saul  came  after  David.  They 
pitched  camp  at  Hachilah.  Through 
spies,  David  learned  of  this  encamp¬ 
ment  and  came  personally  to  check  the 
layout. 

David  surveyed  the  camp,  locating 
Saul’s  position  in  the  camp.  He  then 
found  Abner’s  tent,  for  he  had  the 
i..imary  responsibility  of  protecting 
the  king.  Surrounded  by  soldiers,  Saul 
received  maximum  protection  in  the 
camp. 

David  and  Abishai,  his  ttfphew,  re¬ 
turned  to  the  camp  of  Saul  in  the  night. 
Saul  and  his  soldiers  were  in  a  sound 
sleep  as  David  and  Abishai  came  into 
\the  camp.  Abishai  interpreted  this  as 
God’s  delivering  of  Saul  into  David’s 
hand  and  wanted  to  kill  him. 

But  David  refused  to  lift  his  hand 
against  God’s  anointed  and  for  a  sec¬ 
ond  time  allowed  Saul  to  live.  David 

feared  the  Lord  and  would  not  take  this 

matter  into  his  own  hand.  ~~ — — 

David  would,  however,  let  Saul  know 
that  he  had  been  in  die  camp.  He  took 
Saul’s  water  jug  and  spear  as  proof. 
David  exercised  restraint  with  Saul 
even  though  Saul  chased  him  with  an 
evil  purpose. 

Let  it  be  seen  in  this  study  that  God’s 
hand  was  upon  David  and  David 
sought  God.  Saul  was  distracted  by 
evil  and  failed.  David  sought  God  and 
followed  patiently  His  leading.  May 
that  lesson  be  learned  so  that  it  be¬ 
comes  applicable  for  our  living. 

Jordan  to  head 
N.  Greenville 

GREENVILLE,  S.  C.  (BP)  —  James 
Daniel  Jordan  Jr. ,  head  of  the  history 
department  at  Georgia  Southern  Col¬ 
lege,  will  become  president  of  North 
Greenville  College,  effective  Aug.  15. 

Jordan,  48,  succeeds  George  Silver 
who  resigned  a  year  ago.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  Furman  University, 
Southeastern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  and  Duke  University.  He 
was  a  Ful bright  Fellow  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Strasbourg,  France. 

Before  going  to  Georgia  Southern  in 
1989,  Jordan  taught  at  Mars  Hill  Col¬ 
lege  for  five  years.  He  was  pastor  of 
Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Newton, 
N.C.,  before  he  began  teaching. 


E.  Cedi  Blackwell,  retired  pastor, 
who  is  a  member  of  First  Church, 
Tupelo,  is  available  to  interim  pasto¬ 
rate,  supply  preaching,  or  evangelistic 
work.  He  may  be  contacted  at  1708 
Forrest  St.,  Tupelo,  MS  38801  (phone 
842-4491).  Blackwell  served  as  pastor 
of  seven  churches  in  Mississippi.  In 
1984,  the  church  where  he  was  pastor 
was  in  the  state's  top  25  in  baptisms. 

In  1980,  he  completed  seven  and 
one-half  months  as  interim  pastor  of 
Calvary,  Holly  Springs.  During  that 
time  the  Sunday  School  average  at¬ 
tendance  increased  from  38  to  54  and 
the  monthly  offerings  through  the 
Sunday  School  increased  from  $289  to 
$495.  Emmett  Jarrett,  chairman  of 
deacons,  said,  “Calvary  has  a  mem¬ 
bership  of  254;  however,  had  begun  a 
downhill  slide.  With  God’s  help  we  are 
growing  again  in  attendance  as  well  as 
in  love  and  fellowship.  We  feel  that 
Brother  Blackwell  helped  Calvary 
considerably  in  this  growth.” 

Perri  Kinsolving,  foreign  mission 
volunteer,  and  member  of  the  Indian 
Church  in  Jackson  Association,  has 
been  assigned  summer  mission  work 
in  New  Castle,  Calif.,  by  the  Home 
Mission  Board.  She  was  graduated 
from  USM  May  6  and  left  for  her  as¬ 
signment  June  4. 

Pam  BeH  will  be  at  Forest  Church 
June  12-14  to  share  through  song  and 
Bible  study.  Friday  night,  June  12,  the 
young  people  will  have  a  cookout  fol¬ 
lowed  by  an  all-day  retreat  Saturday 
at  Roosevelt  Park.  Sunday  morning 
Miss  Bell  will  meet  with  all  the  church 
youths  for  a  final  celebration  and  time 
of  commitment 

Byron  Mathis,  who  has  resigned 
after  23  years  as  pastor  of  Calvary, 
Pascagoula,  to  accept  a  position  with 
Zondervan  Press,  is  giving  1,000  books 
to  Jackson  association  to  establish  an 
associational  library  for  pastors,  staff 
members,  and  church  leaders.  The 
executive  board  of  the  association  has 
voted  to  build  book  cases,  and  to  install 
a  bronze  plaque  giving  the  name  of  the 
donor. 


Strengthford  Church,  Wayne  Coun¬ 
ty,  recently  ordained  Joe  Busby  as  a 
deacon. 

Trinity  Church,  Clay  Association,  or¬ 
dained  Stanley  Ballard  to  the  gospel 
ministry  on  May  17.  Ronnie  Estes  is 
the  Trinity  pastor. 

New  Salem  Church,  Lowndes 
County,  will  ordain  three  deacons  dur- 
ing  June— James  D.  Smith,  Marion 
Borgia,  and  Roy  McCaUough.  Arnold 

Davis  is  pastor. 


Tracey  Peacock,  center,  daughter  of  missionaries  to  Korea,  recently  received  the 
Olive  Haley  Hewlett  nursing  scholarship  at  MCsponsored  by  the  WMUof  First  Baptist 
Church,  Jackson.  The  award  is  presented  annually  to  a  nursing  student  who  is 
committed  tcr  kill-tlme  Christian  service.  Her  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Billy  Ray  Peacock, 
pictured,  were  on  hand  for  MC  graduation  ceremonies.  He  offered  the  benediction. 


Beth  Sartain  of  Ethel  Church  has 
been  approved  by  the  Home  Mission 
Board  as  a  Sojourner.  Working  in 
Houston,  Texas,  she  began  her  minis¬ 
try  on  June  8.  .J 


Jonathan  Riley,  son  of  Pastor  Don 
Riley  of  Carson  Ridge  Church,  Attala 
County,  has  been  approved  by  the 
Home  Mission  Board  to  serve  in  a 
summer  mission  project  on  the  Vir¬ 
ginia  coast.  He  has  completed  one  year 
at  Clarke  College. 

Texas  volunteers  to 
rebuild  church 

PARIS,  Texas  (BP)  —  Texas  Bap¬ 
tist  Men  retirees  and  volunteers  from 
the  Paris  area  will  rebuild  the  Ember- 
son  Baptist  Church  that  was  destroyed 
by  a  tornado  May  13. 

When  the  tornado  roared  through 
toe  community,  19  members  were  in 
toe  church  for  dinner  and  prayer  meet¬ 
ing.  They  took  cover  in  a  ditch  mo¬ 
ments  before  the  twister  demolished 
the  building. 

Fortunately,  a  few  weeks  before  toe 
tornado,  church  officials  had  doubled 
the  amount  of  insurance  to  340,000. 
Construction  is  expected  to  begin 
about  mid-June. 

Churches  of  the  Red  Valley  Baptist 
Association  scheduled  a  special  offer¬ 
ing  May  31  to  help  rebuild  toe  Ember- 
son  Baptist  Church. 


Simpson  team 
to  lead  crusade 
in  Montana 

Simpson  Association  is  sponsoring  a 
team  of  ten  volunteers  to  go  to  Helena, 
Mont.,  to  work  in  East  Helena  Baptist 
Mission.  The  team  will  consist  of  H. 
Glen  Schilling,  director  of  missions, 
and  his  wife;  Ken  West,  pastor,  Poplar 
Springs;  Jim  Rickies,  pastor,  Pleas¬ 
ant  Hill  (NH);  J.  W.  Styron  and  H.  C. 
Brooks,  Magee,  First;  Bill  McRaney, 
Antioch;  Mrs.  Delores  Erwin  and 
Sally  Sandifer,  Harrisville;  Terri  Bar¬ 
rett,  Dry  Creek. 

They  will  leave  June  24  and  return 
July  6.  They  will  conduct  five  Back 
Yard  Bible  Clubs  each  morning,  sur¬ 
vey  toe  mission  area  in  toe  afternoon, 
and  conduct  a  tent  crusade  eacheven- 
ing. 

The  mission  is  sponsored  by  Calvary 
Church,  Helena,  Bob  Shaddox,  pastor, 
Helena  Valley  Church,  Caley  Ray 
Nichols,  pastor,  and  toe  Great  Plains 
Baptist  Association.  Billy  Ferguson  is 
pastor  of  the  mission. 

The  two  mother  churches  will  be 
coordinating  toe  mission  effort  by  toe 
Simpson  Baptist  team.  The  monies  for 
toe  expenses  of  toe  team  are  financed 
by  members  and  churches  of  Simpson 
Baptist  Association  through  toe  MOM 
(Money  on  Missions)  fund. 


I  Life  and  Work  Lesson 
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i  or  connict 


venant  (Jer.  31:31-34),  wfiich  would 
center  in  a  person  (Is.  42:6).  In  toe 
New  Covenant,  man  is  placed  in  right 
relationship  to  God  through  Christ 
(Heb.  7:22,  8:6-13;  2  Cor.  3:6-18). 
Wycliff  gives  us  the  following  com¬ 
ments  on  vs.  19-40,  which  follow 
alongside  of  our  printed  text  for  to¬ 
day’s  lesson: 

At  that  time  Israel’s  approach  to 
Canaan  was  from  the  south.  Moses 
clearly  advised  them  that  Canaan  was 
theirs  for  the  taking  (vs.  20,  21);  yet 
when  so  ordered  by  toe  Lotd,  he  con¬ 
sented  to  Israel's  strategy  of  receo- 
p-ioisnjje  before  attack. 

Vs.  28, 27 .  rebelled ...  and  mur¬ 
mured  .  ...  Ijraei’s  response  to  the  re¬ 
port  of  toe  spies  was  wvu 
fear  and  refusal  to  advance. 

V-27b  ...  He  hath  brought  us  fortb 
...  to  destroy  us  . . .  Israel’s  perver¬ 
sity  went  to  toe  extreme  of  interpret¬ 
ing  their  election  as  an  expression  at 
God’s  hatred  of  them;  he  had  deli¬ 
vered  them  from  the  Egyptians  only 
that  toe  Canaanites  might  toll  them. 

Vs.  29-33  ...  ye  did  not  believe  . . . 
They  could  not  be  dissuaded  from  their 
open  revolt  against  toe.  Lord’s  coven¬ 
ant  program  by  all  Moses’  pleas  and 
assurances  of  God’s  fatherly  and 
supernatural  help,  such  as  they  had 
experienced  in  Egypt  and  in  the  wil¬ 
derness.  Their  unbelief  provoked  the 
divine  verdict,  sealed  by  an  oath,  sen¬ 
tencing  them  to  exile  from  toe  home¬ 
land  which  they  had  refused  to  enter, 
exile  unto  death  in  the  wilderness. 

A  concluding  thought .  .  Instead  of 
“standing  on  toe  promises,”  too  many 
of  us  are  content  “sitting  on  the  pre¬ 
mises.”  Claiming  God’s  promises  re¬ 
quires  active  response  on  our  part.— 
Staadard  Commentary. 

“Sweden  will  be  completely  sec¬ 
ularized  within  20  years  if  present 
trends  hi  society  continue,  predicts  a 
professor  of  sociology  of  religion  at  the 
University  of  Lund,  Sweden  Goran 
Gustafsson  says  that  since  less  and 
less  Christian  education  is  being  given 
in  schools  and  since  society  is  more 
and  more  ignoring  Christian  ac¬ 
tivities.  the  danger  exists  that  Swedes 
now  have  only  20  years  to  show  if  the 
Christian  faith  means  anything  to 
them”  —  Herald  of  Holiness. 

"Thirteen  years  after  Albania  was 
formerly  declared  to  be  toe  world’s 
first  atheist  state  there  is  no  outward 
sign  of  religious  activity”  —  Decision 
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By  James  L.  Heflin 
FBC,  Greenville 
Revelntion  12:14;  14:1, 8, 12-13 
Christians  have  learned  to  live  with 
conflict.  Shortly  after  the  close  of 
World  War  II,  “conflict”  started  again 
in  Korea.  It  spread  like  a  wildfire  to 
other  parts  of  toe  world.  Conflicts  in 
Korea,  Vietnam,  the  Mideast,  Central 
America  and  other  areas  have  kept  toe 
world  in  turmoil  almost  continuously 
for  thirty  years.  There  is  little  reason 
to  believe  toe  situation  will  improve 
any  time  soon. 

Christians  know  that  these  conflicts 
are  but  symptoms  of  a  deeper  conflict 
*  ~  Mixes  of  tota.  It  is  Vjf 
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death  struggle  for  their  souls.  Itolgan  ■ 
in  toe  Garden  of  Eden  and  will  end  only 
when  Christ  returns  to  this  earth.  Sin 
controls  people  and  causes  them  to  do 
evil  deeds.  That  is  why  men  and  na¬ 
tions  are  at  war.  They  are  at  war  with 
God  and  with  everyone  else. 

The  conflict  with  Satan  occupies  a 
prominent  place  in  the  Book  of  Revela¬ 
tion.  Part  of  the  Christian’s  readiness 
for  toe  end  time  is  his  preparation  for 
that  last  effort  by  Satan  to  overcome 
Christ.  Satan  will  make  an  all-out  as¬ 
sault  on  the  church  and  toe  saints  of 
God.  The  Christian  can  be  confident, 
though,  that  Christ  will  prevail.  We 
may  stand  on  that  assurance.  From 
that  assurance  found  in  Revelation 
12: 1-19: 5  comes  the  lesson  title:  “Con¬ 
fidence  For  Conflict.” 

I.  The  stage  is  set,  12:14 
Chapter  12  begins  another  major  di¬ 
vision  in  the  Book  of  Revelation.  Fol¬ 
lowing  toe  passages  which  speak  of  toe 
seven  seals  (0:14:1)  and  the  seven 
trumpets  18:2-11:19)  John  explains  the 
reason  for  the  great  hostility  about  to 
be  unleased  cm  toe  church.  Satan  is 
about  to  make  his  last  effort.  John  de¬ 
clares  that  the  outcome  is  in  no 
doubt— God  will  be  the  victor.  Surely 
John’s  word  brought  comfort  to  those 
persecuted  Christians  of  his  day,  as 
they  do  to  us. 

The  stage  was  set  by  toe  introduc¬ 
tion  of  toe  characters  in  the  drama 
John  saw  a  great  sign  in  heaven.  There 
stood  a  woman,  arrayed  in  great 
splendor,  who  was  almost  ready  to 
give  birth  to  a  child  (verses  1-2).  The 
issue  of  toe  drama  Is  the  woman  and 
her  children  (compare  v.  17).  We  may 
understand  this  woman  to  represent 
Israel .  toe  nation  about  to  go  give  birth 
to  the  Messiah. 


The  second  character  in  the  drama 
was  “a  great  red  dragon”  (v.3).  The 
description  of  him  leaves  little  ques¬ 
tion  that  he  is  to  be  identified  as  Satan 
himself.  His  power  was  real.  The 
seven  heads  and  ten  horns  speak  of  toe 
completeness  of  his  power  and  wis¬ 
dom  .  With  his  tail  he  pulled  one  third  of 
the  stars  down  from  toe  heavens  and 
threw  them  upon  toe  earth  (v.  4).  He 
was  waiting  for  toe  birth  of  toe  child  so 
that  he  could  devour  him  immediately. 

When  the  child  was  born,  he  was 
caught  up  quickly  to  the  throne  of  God 
( v.  5).  The  woman  fled  into  toe  wilder¬ 
ness,  to  a  place  prepared  for  her, 
where  she  would  remain  for  a  time— 

I, 280  days.  God  prepared  a  place  of 
spiritual  refuge. 

The  child  who  was  bom  was  destined 
to  rule  the  world.  His  ultimate  victory, 
of  course,  spelled  defeat  for  his  foe. 

These  verses  have  introduced  toe 
central  characters  in  the  drama  of 
confrontation.  The  conflict  between 
God  and  Satan  in  heaven  is  a  picture  of 
the  struggle  between  the  church  and 
evil  on  this  earth.  It  is  a  struggle  to  toe 
death.  The  Devil  holds  contempt  for 
toe  church  and  is  determined  to  con¬ 
sume  it.  The  knowledge  toathe  will  fall 
brings  confidence  for  Christians  to  en¬ 
dure  the  struggle. 

The  other  characters  in  toe  drama 
are  Michael  and  toe  two  beasts,  the 
agents  of  Satan  through  whom  he  con¬ 
ducts  his  warfare  (see  12:7-13:18  for 
details). 

II.  The  lamb  appears,  14:1 

In  order  to  reassure  Christians  that 
they  would  prevail  in  the  battle  with 
evil,  John  turned  the  spotlight  onto  the 
Lamb  of  God  (14:1).  He  (the  Lamb) 
stood  on  Mount  Zion,  surrounded  by 
144,000  of  his  own.  The  sight  of  toe 
Devil  and  the  two  beasts  would  arouse 
fear  in  anyone. 

The  Lamb  of  God,  declared  ulti¬ 
mately  tvorthy  (chapter  5),  stands  vic¬ 
torious  with  his  followers  What  a  vis¬ 
ion!  That  scene  would  inspire  hope. 

The  Lamb  of  God  is  associated  with 
redemption  and  Mount  Zion  is  as¬ 
sociated  with  deliverance  (Joel  2:32). 
This  Zion  is  in  heaven.  The  entire 
scene  takes  place  in  heaven. 

The  identity  of, toe  144,000  has  been 
interpreted  variously.  Some  suggest 
they  are  a  select  groqp  of  saints.  Ver¬ 
ses  3-5  seem  to  suggest  that  they  are  all 
of  the  redeemed.  The  number  144,000 
represents  the  great  number  of  the  re¬ 


mark  of  identity  with  Christ  and  they 
sing  a  song  of  victory.  Christ  and  Jhe 
overcomers  reign, 
in.  Judgment  will  come,  14:0 

An  angel  flew  through  heaven  to 
proclaim  toe  hour  of  judgment,  to  call 
on  men  to  glorify  and  worship  God 
(14:6-7).  Another  angel  followed  and 
declared  toe  doom  of  evil  (v,  8).  The 
reference  to  Babylon  the  great  is  a  di¬ 
rect  reference  to  evil.  Babylon,  toe 
great  city  of  the  Chaldean  Empire-tin 
toe  Old  Testament)  became  synonym¬ 
ous  with  opposition  to  God's  purpose. 
Rome  was  toe  Babylon  ofJohn's  day. 

The  angelic  proclamation  means' 
that,  eventually,  God’s  people  jvill  be 
set  free  from  their  enemy.  Babylon,  or 
evil,  will  fall.' The  very  center  of 
paganism,  along  with  all  she  feefas-^ 
tray,  will  collapse  in  the  presence  of 
the  Lamb.  Judgment  is  final. 

IV.  God’s  own  win  rest,  14:12-13 

A  third  angel  completed  toe  descrip¬ 
tion  of  toe  coming  wrath  of  God  on  Evil 
(14:9-11).  Next,  John  added  a  com¬ 
ment  to  the  proclamation  of  the 
angels.  The  saints  of  God  endure 
through  obedience  and  faith  (v.  12). 

A  voice  from  heaven  responded  with 
a  joyful  declaration  <v.  13).  “Blessed 
are  toe  dead  who  die  in  toe  Lord. ...” 
The  Spirit  declared  that  they  (who  die 
in  toe  Lord)  do  rest  from  their  labors,  d 
The  term  “rest”  means  "to  be  re¬ 
freshed.”  Their  works  also  follow 
them. 

The  blessed  dead  have  entered  into 
God’s  rest,  (compare  Heb.  4:9).  For 
many  centuries  toe  saints  of  God  have 
labored  to  enter  into  that  rest.  It  is  a 
promise  of  God  and  they  will  enter. 

As  a  minister  I  have  accompanied 
numerous  family  groups  to  the 
graveside.  There  is  a  deep  sense  of  loss 
and  grief  as  we  go.  Yet.  there  is  hope. 
Those  who  die  in  the  Lord  enter  his  rest 
and  celebrate  with  Christ  his  victory. 
God  will  not  forget  their  faithfulness. 

He  will  receive  them  into  his  heavenly 
court. 

With  this  note  of  joy  the  proclama¬ 
tion  ended.  It  was  a  note  of  victory 
whtch  would  inspire  confidence  and 
courage.  _ 

Teach  honesty  by  being  honest. 
Teach  love  by  loving.  But  don’t  teach 
the  commandments  by  commanding. 

Most  of  ns  are  too  fond  of  people  who 


deemed  in  all  of  history.  All  have  the  agree  with  us  and  of  food  that  does  not 
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